POST-COMMUNIST ANTICOMMUNISM:
AMERICA'S NEW IDEOLOGICAL FRONTIERS

Joel Kovel

In the eight years since Socialist Register devoted an entire issue to the
phenomenon of anticommunism,' the scarcely thinkable has happened.
Anticommunism haswon. No longer the ideology of onesidein a global
struggle, it now stands uncontested astride itsfallen adversary. What are
the implications of this turn of events? What happens when there is no
longer a Communism to hate?

The Cold War would be better called the 'Forty YearsWar,' sinceit was
anything but coldfor all the Caucasianfraction of itscommand structure,?
and also because its intensely ideological character suggests comparison
withthe Thirty YearsWar, last of the overtly religiousbloodbaths to have
wracked the Western world. The ideological fervour with which the Cold
War waswaged was a throwback to pre-Enlightenment days, even though
the Western side, spearheaded by the United States, professed to be
fightingfor Enlightenment virtue against Eastern barbarism. This claim
was very successfully advanced, to the extent that the terms 'democracy
and ‘freedom’ came to be automatically associated with 'capitalism’ in the
dichotomous thinking which characterised Cold War discourse.

Anticommunism manifestsan ideology, whichisto say, anexusdf ideas
configured by power.' But ideologiesare not spontaneous concoctions of
thebrain. They are produced and consumed, and havetheir ownenduring
institutional structure. Thenational security state whichformed itself after
the second World War in order to manage the fortunes of the American
empire employed arigid, Manichean logic of anticommunismin whichall
darkness lay on the Soviet side and all light on the side of the West. It
reproduced thislogicin the mindsdf its elites, and, combiningitself with
existinginstruments of repressionsuch asthe FBI and new onessuch asthe
CIA, disseminated it throughout society. For thistask, thestate apparatus
used techniques o terror and co-optation to draw into itsorbit dominant
sectors of the media and academy, the artistic community and the
churches. Thusmuchif not al of civil society became anticommunist.* But
if anticommunism hassuch astructure and is more than asimple reaction
to Communism, then we must expect it to remain activeafter the collapse
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of the enemy. In fact, given the deep-rootedness of the ideology and its
spread throughout civil society, wewould arguethat it must persist beyond
the expected flailingsabout of coldwarriorsand militaristsseeking gainful
employment in a post-Communist world.

The American Model

Anticommunism is not the reaction of capitalism to communism in the
abstract but the ideological formation of a particular capitalism as it
undergoes classconflictin itsnational setting. Each nation of the capitalist
world therefore hasits own anticommunism, though the anticommunisms
are coordinated in a transnational campaign reflective of empire and the
transnational character of capital itself." In thispattern, the United States
has a special standing, because of the scale of its anticommunism, sug-
gested above, but also becauseof certain peculiar qualitiesacquired by the
ideology asit hasbeen shapedin America. Itisnot that anticommunismin
the United Statesismorefervid than other varieties, or more bloodthirsty.
Theanticommunist slaughter of 1965in Indonesia, for example, wiped out
perhapsamillionlivesin afew weeks, and though crucially abetted by the
CIA, did not have the hallmarks of an American operation.® In 1933,
General Maximiliano Hernandez Martinez set into motion a comparable
degree of carnage in response to a Communist-inspiredinsurrection in El
Salvador, with heartfelt encouragement but only minimal material help
from the United States." Many other examples could be cited, such asin
Guatemala, where the regime, though installed and supported by the
American security apparatus, carrieson anticommunist repressionwith a
naked ferocity which exceeds Y ankee standards." No doubt the United
States has directly killed more in its anticommunist crusading than other
capitalist states — witness Korea and ¥iginam.* But it has done so dif-
ferently, in a way which gives America special status in the annals of
anticommunism.

Of the two characteristics which define this status, one is suggested by
the use o the term, 'crusade,’ to describe American anticommunist
ventures. American anticommunismischaracteristically donefor ahigher
purpose. Thisis no mere embellishment disguising brutal conduct but an
activecomponent of the ideological complexitself. One might spell it out
further: anticommunism, American style, cannot be separated from the
redemptivequality which hasmarked national character sincethe Puritans
of Massachusetts Bay set out to build a 'City Upon a Hill," a New
Jerusalem that al the nations might admire. This peculiar and very potent
spiritual project of Puritanism was carried forward into the pursuit of
empireastheideology of Manifest Destiny, and internally asthe Gospel of
Wealthwithitsethosdf salvationthrough individualisticcapitalism. When
the time came to take up the challenge posed by '‘Communism'’ in al its
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many manifestations, Puritan spirituality, diabolism and all, was swiftly
retooled for the challenge.

A second specifically American featureisthe degree to which anticom-
munismdefinesa politicsof identity. In other countries, tobeacommunist
isto beacertain kind of member of that society. ThusChinesecommunists
were Chinese people who happened to be Communists. One could be
imprisoned or massacredfor thisbelief, or beforced to liveclandestinely,
yet still retain one's national identity. Indeed, in a number of important
instances such as Vietnam, Communists could claim to be the true
nationalists and patriots. It has been just the opposite for the United
States. Here, to be a Communist was to be ipso facto disloyal, a traitor
pushed off the edge of society into an abyss of non-being. More signifi-
cantly, sincetheactual roledf the Communist Party in American historyis,
though not negligible, aminor one, any association, however remote, with
thelabel of Communism becomesamark of Cain. Jews, blacks, homosex-
uals, feminists, non-communist or even anti-communist leftists such as
anarchists—whoeverisout of lineor 'alien' hasbeen madetofeel thesting.
This mechanism became a powerful engine of conformismand the stifling
of independent, critical thinking. The bizarre House Committee on Un-
American Activities combined the signifier of Communism with that of
‘Un-Americanism' duringitsthirty-year life span (from 1938to 1968) and
used the anxiety of the associationto fuel agiganticrepressiveapparatus.
Anticommunism is therefore integral to the overall weakness and frag-
mentation of left politicsin the United States. It isamuch more effective,
because internalised, means of repression, which succeeds mainly by
severing the bonds between itsvictim and the body of society, rather than
through the overt sanctionswhichdefineother varietiesof anticommunism
- though needless to add, these are plentiful in America aswell. At the
height of the inquisition, figures such as J. Edgar Hoover succeeded in
ingtilling a positive connotation to anticommunism: one proved one's
'‘Americanism' not ssimply by avoiding Communism but by being anticom-
munist. It became an article of faith affirming one's membership in the
body of society.”

I'n sum, anticommunismin Americaisno mere set of ideas. It hasbeen,
rather, the ideological aspect of a comprehensive structure of belief and
inclusion, sharing certain features of religion. Aswould areligion, anti-
communism bound the nation and its elites together and gave them a
higher purpose through the evocation of an enemy called Communism.
Rallying against Communism gave a boost to an uncompleted process of
nation-building; while the repressiveenergy released through 'America-
nism' made the struggle against the left al the more successful.

From an instrumental standpoint, anticommunism has succeeded
wildly. Externally, the enemy has been vanquished; while internally, a
nation welded together against Communismseesitself asidentical withits
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state and ruling class. Inthe process, the contribution of theworking class
to nationa identity has been sacrificed, and labour becomes a near-
negligible political force." Anticommunism becametherefore morethan a
mobilisationagainst theenemy; it has been the signifier of awholesociety
organised about itsterms- the anticommunist society. A splendid triumph
for business, no doubt. But at what cost? And what lies before this
anticommunist society after its designated enemy hasceased to exist?

New Ideological Frontiers

We must qualify at the outset: the designated enemy has not entirely
ceased to exist. The United States security apparatus still finds him here
and there, and most o al where he hasbeen for the past thirty two years,
stuck in their throat in Havana. The dynamics of Castro-hating in the
United Statesarestill active, embedded in anucleusadf rabidly anticommu-
nist exiles and the right wing of the Republican Party. They have never
once stopped trying to strangle or decapitate the Cuban revolution, and
even today, when Cuba is suffering severe miseries and is no longer a
regional revolutionary influence, they still demand Fidel's scalp astribute.
Hencethewell-knownimplacabilityof United Statespolicy towardsCuba,
joined wholeheartedly by the Free Press. Given the salubrious effect of a
military escapade on Bush'sflaggingdomesticpolitical fortunes (adefinite
if minor cause of the Gulf War), one can never rule out an invasion,
especially as the Soviets are no longer a regional factor. This remains
unlikely, however, given the risks posed by fierce resistance; and in all
likelihood, Castro and Cubawill beleft danglingin thewind, a cautionary
talefor those who contempl ate stepping outside the order of things.

However, even wherethe triumph of capitalismseems unequivocal, the
logicof anticommunismremains. That the Soviet Union has disintegrated
undoubtedly diminishes some of the ideological pressures at the upper
levels o the state apparatus and portends some cutting back of the
Pentagon and the CIA. But anyone who counts on a major ‘peace
dividend' followingtheend of the Cold War had just aswell believein the
tooth fairy. The structuresremain in place, as do the basic contradictions
that drive them and the prevailing mentality of themenin charge. Though
the Communist assuch nolonger exists asathreat, the overall project to
which communism was an antagonist and which anticommunism was
designed to secure remainsin crisisand in need of ideological buttressing.
From another angle, there remain many very influential people whose
living has depended on playing the various cards of anticommunism and
who are not at al inclined to give up these habits of thought and
expression. From the weapons industries, to Congress, to the command
structures of the media and the academy, Americaisstaffed by men and
women schooled in anticommunist ways of thinking.
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One zone where this remains important comprises the nations once
under the aegisdf the Soviet Union. Solong asthese remain lesssecurely
capitalist than Switzerland, anticommunismwill haveitswork cut out. The
experience of Stalinism, along with exposure to Western media and
technocrats, understandably led to an infatuation with capitalist markets
in societies emerging from Soviet control. For a while, then, al the
Western propagandasystem had to dowasto congratul ate itself and show
images of ecstatic crowds pulling down statues of Lenin. As the bitter
realisation began to sink in, however, that thefuture of the ex-Soviet bloc
within the capitalist world system would be more akin to that of Mexico
than West Germany, the tone had to shift. How to justify the fact that
those released from the bondage of Communism would have to give up
guaranteed rights to housing, employment and education, and their
factories with recreation clubs and day care centres, for structural unem-
ployment, inflation, grossdifferencesin wealth and widespread banditry 7™
Only by continualy drilling into the mass mind hosannasfor deliverance
from the devil Communism. As disillusion and despair set in acrossthe
former Soviet bloc, then, the post-Communi st agendafor anticommunism
develops. The beating of a dead horse replacesthe call to crusade.

Onecan dwayscount on The New York Timestolead in mattersof this
kind, anditishard tofind a week in which a post-Communist anticommu-
nism does not figure prominently in its coverage. Here, to cite but one
example, isafront-page article by Stephen Engelberg, dateline Warsaw,
of October 24, 1991, and headlined 'Poland's Cure is Taking, but Side
Effects Hurt." Under a photo of a glittering department store which
suggests Harrods or Bloomingdale's, Engelberg informs us that 'after 22
months of economic shock therapy, Poland's stores are bursting with
goods, the once gray cities are splashed with brightly painted new shops
and the private sector isgrowing at adizzyingrate." Thecities'bustle with
signsof economic rebirth, and local newspapers bulge with help-wanted
ads.' But - oh, the tragedy of it all - this'tough medicine. . . hascaused
some severe side effects that will sorely test the resolve of the new
Government. . . ." Engelberg goeson to mention the 10 per cent unem-
ployment (odd, in view of al the hel p-wanted ads) and the recessionwhich
coulddrivethe Polish GNP'down asmuch as10 per cent below the already
anaemic 1990 levels. These he blames, remarkably, not on structural
capitalist tendencies but on a 'crucial Communist legacy: a shortage of
apartments is keeping workers who lose their jobs in the dismal one-
factory townsfrom movingintothe newly prosperous urban areas.' Insum,
thereisstill al-good and all-bad in the world. Whatever ispraiseworthy in
Polish society comesfrom the almighty market; whatever iscondemnable
comes from the Communist past. Notably, this thesisis secured through
thediscoursedf health andillness. Communismwasadisease; capitalismis
the cure, and anything which goeswrongthrough itsagencyisonly aside-
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effect. Sometimes cures hurt, but take your medicine, and youll be all
right in the morning.

Such thinking — and the policies compatible with it — is certain to be
reproduced endlessly insofar asit remains necessary to justify the ways of
God toMan. In thisrespect, anticommunismin someform will remain an
ideological fixturesolong ascapitalismiscrisis-riddenand even aglimmer
of classstruggle remainson the horizon. Not, that is, until the last worker
wholeheartedly and once and for al accepts the rule of capital can the
ideological apparatus rest its case. The mere passage of the aberration
known as Communism, Soviet-style, is by no means, then, a sufficient
condition for the withering away of anticommunism. The actuality of
Communism, after all, wasnever the mainissuefor anticommunism. What
counted ideologically was the symbolic fodder which could be made of it,
and for this purpose, the ghost of a dead Communismisnot much worse
than Communism'’s living presence.

We have seen, however, that for the United States, one cannot simply
talk about anticommunism as something foisted by elites upon a passive
population. Theideology is both an instrumentality and something else -
and this something has had certain spiritual qualities aswell asbeingin
someway part of the gluewhich holdsthe nation together. What happens
in a post-Communist era depends, therefore, on what anticommunism in
all its ramificationshas done to America.

At the end of the cold war, the United States stands as the reigning
military force and the world's sole superpower, indeed, strategically
stronger than ever thanks to control over oil resources won through the
Gulf war. Y et Americaisal so unmistakeably asociety indecline. Thegiant
economy stagnates, government is held in contempt, corruption and
cynicism dominate public life, and public confidencein the future is the
lowest since the depths of the great depression of the 1930s. Class dif-
ferences are widening as real wages of workers steadily decline while
millions of people who once thought themselves middle-class® move
downward into inferior, deskilled jobs. With increasing numbers of the
poor beingwritten off, major sectors of the country approach Third World
status. An example: when | trained asa physicianwetook pridein thefact
that tuberculosis, theleading cause of deathin the nineteenth century, was
about to be eradicated, thanks to powerful antibiotics and, principaly,
advancesin publichealth. Today, lethal, antibiotic-resistant tubercul osisis
reaching epidemic proportionsin the rapidly-growing and AIDS-infested
prison population,* from whom it issoon to spread to the ghettoes. Even
before this happened, the life expectancy of black malesin New York’s
Harlem had drifted below that of men in Bangladesh. Soon - who knows?
- it will reachthelevel of Zaire. But thisisforgotten by awhite mgjority
despairing about its own downward mobility, and increasingly subject to
thelogic of racism. Asthe American Dream - that vision of the self-made
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man winning success in a land of infinite opportunity — evaporates,
American society seems to be dowly disintegrating before our eyes.

What has been the role of anticommunism in this; and what are its
implicationsfor the post-Communist era? Wemay take up these questions
at the level o means aswell asends.

Corruption of Empire

Y ouwereour her oesafter the War. Weread Americanbooksand ssw Americanfilms and
a common phrase in those days was 'to be as rich and wise as an American.” What
happened?

Vietnamese Communigt officer to hisAmerican prisoner.”

The Means

New Deal social democracy and the war against fascism were necessities
and not preferred optionsfor the American elites. Nevertheless, they were
also vehiclesfor atremendousamount of good will which came America’s
way in the 1940s and helped resurrect the rather tarnished ideal of the
United States asthe land of the free. Indeed, so taken was Ho Chi Minh
with the democratic potentials of America that he actually approached
United States officialsto enlist their aid in his struggle against French
colonialism.

Scarcely if ever in human history has a reservoir of affection been
emptied so rapidly. For the American eliteslost notimein their effortsto
reverse these unwanted adversaries and alliances. Fascistswere recruited
into what was for them the real, anticommunist, war, and labour was
crushed.” Thefriend of self-determination became once more, and more
strongly than ever, the gendarme of the status quo. The shocks of the
McCarthy era and the formation of the national security state with its
permanent garrison were manifestations of a violent about-face, which
restored traditional bourgeois hegemony in the course of an expanded
imperial role. We need not detail these events. What | want to highlight
hereistheir essential moral contradiction, derivingfrom thefact that this
bastion of reaction continued to seeitself an asemancipator, and tried to
foist this notion upon the world.

There is a background. The aggravated high-mindednessof American
anticommunism continues the moral dynamicwhich hasmarked America
since its Puritan origins, manifest as the need to feel virtuous and an
inability to admit wrongdoing." To this day, for example, the American
government has never admitted fault for any of its escapades, from
Hiroshima to Baghdad - in remarkable contrast to the willingness of
Germany to admit guilt for the crimesof Nazism or the Soviet Union for
those of Stalinism. Even Japan inches closer to an admission of national
guilt than the United States.
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But it is not simply a case of denial; amoral reversal is also involved.
Characteristically, the American respondsto wrongdoing by seeking some
high, even transcendent ground upon which his aggression turnsinto a
means of redemption. Here is a recent specimen, the response of pundit
GeorgeWill totheinvasionof Panama. Will, aconfidant of Presidentsand
top Washington insider, wrote in his nationally syndicated column of
December 25, 1989, three days after the Americans landed: 'This inter-
vention [in Panama] isagood-neighbor policy . . . It punctuates adecade
of recovery of national purposefulness . .. and a year of militant de-
mocracy. . . . Dismissing Bush's rationale that the United Statesinvaded
to save American lives, Will continues. 'There is a richer, an un-
apologeticaly nationalistic case to be made. . . aconstant of America's
national character . . . hasbeen amessianicimpulse. . . It risesfrom the
belief that national identity isbound up with acceptanceof aresponsibility
tofurther democracy. Not the aggressiveuniversalisationbut the civilised
advancement of the proposition [democracy] to which we, unique among
the nations, are dedicated.'

The cold war represented an expansion of both ends of the moral
dialectic. Heightened aggressiveness was conferred by super-weaponry
and theexigenciesdf policingthe empire against global insurrection; while
at the same time a heightened demand to feel virtuous was conferred by
thelegacy of antifascism noted above and, critically, thelogic of anticom-
munism itself. Once committed to the ideology, they also became its
instruments. Anticommunism, withitsabsolute apportionment of good to
theWest and evil to the Soviets, trapped the security elitesin an expanding
vortex of violence and denial, each side of which implied the other as a
response. Compelled tofeel virtuous, they could only justify their aggres-
sion by worst-case analysisdf the Communist adversary — which in turn
only stimulated more aggression on their part. Lawlessnesswas built into
thisdynamic, sinceeverything donein the nameadf anticommunismwould
by definition be removed from moral self-reflection.

Ingtitutionally, the vortex gave birth to the CIA and the era of covert
operations. relentless mayhem carried out with a democratic, smiling,
nice-guy facade. From itsvery beginning, thesecurity apparatus became a
state within the state, utterly undemocratic in its purported defence of
democracy and regulated finally by the logic of anticommunism. It was
only a matter of time before elements of gangsterism appeared in the
workings of the national security state. The result of this has been a
growingsplit of schizophrenicproportionsinthe American state. Whilean
increasingly captive press continues to bleat about the ‘fundamental
decency' and devotion to democratic rights of the United States, an
increasingly lawless security apparatus worksitswill, bombing, invading,
subverting international agreements, sneering at the World Court (which
condemned the United Statesin 1986for itswar against Nicaragua), and so
forth, confident that it can get away with just about anything."
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But al the media manipulation in the world cannot stimulate authentic
patriotic conviction after four decades of sustained criminality. Thereis
simply no way to generate asustained crusade out of such material. Note
the qualifiers: 'authentic,” and 'sustained." There seems to be little diffi-
culty, given the strength of the propaganda system and the weakness of
aternative views, to get people believing in America again, as George
Bush so skilfully did during the Persian Gulf war. Bush then explicitly
stated that Operation Desert Storm was going to overcome the 'Vietnam
Syndrome' (as if objections to imperialist war were a disease). And the
popular frenzy asthe yellow ribbonswerehaul ed out acrossAmericawhile
the free world defended civilisationagainst Saddam, 'worse than Hitler,'
Hussein seemed to prove Bush right. Even allowingfor the unprecedented
degree of cheerleading comingfrom the media and intellectual elites, the
response was remarkable, especialy given the high degree of doubt
evinced amost up to the outbreak of war. In this respect, Desert Storm
amply revealed the reservesof jingoismlatent in the American heartland
as wdl as the capacity to mount a crusade resembling the most ardent
escapades of the wars against Communism.

But there was a catch: only the quick fix of a swift, overwhelming
military victory could succeed in mobilising the American people. Bush
knew well that the popular will could not be counted upon to support
anything less. Had war lasted another month, and more significantly, had
any kind of casualty level been suffered by American forces, the frenzy
would havefaded asquickly asit arose. The Gulf war had to befought asa
high-tech mediaextravaganzaprecisely becausetherationaledf sacrificeis
gone, without whichitsactual motivationof naked imperial greed (‘our oil
under their soil') could no longer be rationalised. As no coherent frame-
work of explanation could be sustained, Bush's glorious escapade was
written on water. Now, nine monthslater, asthisisbeingwritten, thegreat
victory over the Saracens seems to have gone down memory hole. 'Can
anyonerecall, writesTom Wicker, official liberal of TheNew York Ti nes,
‘a disappearance more precipitousthan that of the national celebration of
Desert Storm, last winter's great victory in the Persian Gulf — the war
whose fighting men and women, unlike those of Vietnam, were to be
honoured and remembered " No doubt Bushwill dowhat hecantorevive
the chauvinismof Desert Storm as his re-election bid approaches, and he
will get al the help he wants. But the empire has destroyed its own spirit.

The 'Vietnam Syndrome' is therefore till aive. Vietnam, like every
aspect of the Cold War, involved a swindle. But there are swindlesand
swindles; some proceed by exploiting heartfelt belief, whileothershaveto
conjure that belief, then exploit it. The Vietnam war, at least in its
beginnings, may have been the last dccasion for the mobilisation of the
crusading mentality, grounded in fearsof Communismasamortal enemy,
and also in aresidue of authentic pridein America. Soviet Communism
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was never the enemy it was made out to be, but it wasareal and powerful
antagonist; and the United States was never the beacon of liberty it made
itself out to be, but it had retained some legitimate self-respect as the
defender of freedom against fascism. Vietnam squandered theremnantsof
that legitimacy. It was the war in which the true nature of the security
apparatussurfaced, tostain, forever, itsimageasthe benevolent protector
of freedom,™ This wasamajor reason the United Stateslost thewar; and it
was this actual loss and humiliation, so utterly foreign to a seemingly
charmed country which had thought itself immune from the sufferings of
history, which seared the lesson into the national consciousness as the
‘Vietham syndrome.' A mere victory over Saddam Hussein or his next
surrogate is not going to undo the structural underpinningsof adeclining
imperial spirit.

The Ends

Exposed to the largest educational and informational apparatus in the
history of civilisation, the average American remains astoundingly ill-
informed and apathetic about the condition of the wirld. Of course this
hasalot to do with thefact that information is processed by a propaganda
systemwhichismore likely to befuddle rather than enlighten the citizen.
But there isa deeper aspect to the problem which isboth cause and effect
of thelow level of political intelligence, and relatesdirectly tothe power of
anticommunismin America.

The great waves of anticommunist repression were, we have observed,
astonishingly successful, and most successful of al was that which took
placeduring the Cold War. I n reversingantifascism and social democracy,
the elites set loose a peculiarly American reign of terror. Relatively few
liveswerelost, relativel yfew prison termswerehanded out, and only afew
thousand people lost their jobs. Yet the title of David Caute's book
remainsapt: a'Great Fear' stalked America, an archaic, diabolisingfear of
internal pollution and betrayal. When the waves of repression subsided,
left opposition politicshad been crushed in the United States. Combined
with 'post-industrial' changesin the nature of production, the triumph of
anticommunism|eft Americaasthe nonpareil specimenof capitalism. The
dream of the bourgeoisie had come true: the proletariat had withered
away; anticommunism had helped secure class struggle on the most
favourable possibletermsto business, leavinginitswakealargely opposi-
tionless society characterised by the accommodation of labour to capital,
thefunctional identity of the Democratic and Republican Parties, and the
most threadbare left-wing politics of any nation in modern history. Rea-
gan's triumph was made possible by this clearing away of opposition,
whichled theway to rampant militarism, deregulation, afurther assaulton
labour, transfersd wealthfrom poor torich, and unbridled corruption and
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looting. And the collapse of Communism has seemingly sealed the pro-
cess, confirming capital in its American heaven.

The results of this marked degree of hegemony are now becoming
obvious asaseries o disasters: industrialy, where a get-rich-quick econ-
omy destroysitsown base; environmentally, wherethe United States|eads
theworld in the production of wasteand the opposition to theregulation of
pollutants; in health policy, wherethelegacy of thecrushing of 'socialised
medicine,' i.e., somedegreed humanity and distributive justicein taking
care of people, leads to afabulously cruel and irrational health system;”
and of course, militarily, thankstothefamousmilitary-industrial complex.
But there is also a kind of intellectua climate resulting from the loss of
tension which conditions all the other aspects and needs emphasis.

We have noted already that anticommunism produces anidentity of the
nation with its businesselites. Repression of the contribution of labour to
society leads to that homage to capital which has become so axiomaticin
Americathat any seriouscriticism of society, muchless, advocacy of social
transformation, isseen asquixotic. Another kind of repressionemergesat
this point, not simply of Marxism, but of that which Marxismstandsfor:
the notion that history is the story of class struggle, which gives human
eventsadynamicand astructure. In anticommunist America oneisnot to
think thoughts such as these. One arrivesinstead at the flaccid sense that
history is over, and that it never meant very much anyhow. A profound
wearinessand cynicismoccupiesthe placewherecritical/dialectical think-
ing used to occur. Since the underlying structure which makes society
intelligibleis erased, society becomes a mystery, its various phenomena
merely strung together like thewordsof agame of Scrabble, and aseasily
forgotten. Thus even factual understanding of the world islost.

The security apparatusin the era of Reagan/Bush may be said to have
undergonesomething of a'postmodern’ mutation. Theeffect wasobvious
in Reagan, whose peculiar relation to truth was conditioned by hiscareer
asactor and huckster for General Electric. However, Bush'srather similar,
abeit more unconvincing, behaviour indicates that we are dealing with
structural changes having to do with the convergenceof politicsand mass
culture rather than individual variations.

Reagan's peculiar psychology helped make true whatever the image-
makers decreed as suitable to the needs of the apparatus. As Michael
Rogin has written, two seemingly antithetical elements - amnesia and
spectacle — are conjoined in the postmodern politicsd empirz.” Each
fluidly transgressesthe truth and becomes necessary for the other. Forget-
ting makes spectacle possible and spectacle makes forgetting possible.
And both operate to carry anticommunism forward into a postmodern

mode where the actual presence of the Communist enemy becomes a
minor incidental. History isdrained of meaning, including the history of
anticommunism, in this age of photo opportunity and special effects, of
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terrorism industry™ and loyalty industry. In the informational economy
history becomes just another raw material for commodification. Asin a
Disney theme park, it becomes excavated, extracted, processed, cycled
and recycled ceaselesdly until it turnsinto akind of symbolicplasma. With
warsfought asvideo gamesand enemies manufactured likehit tunes, Bush
and hissuccessorswill have afree hand to synthesiseas many incarnations
of Communism asthey please.

But none of it can take hold, not because Communism was the 'real
thing' sofar asdemonsgo, but because anticommunismhasdebilitated the
collective mentality of America. Anticommunism defined a feasible, if
grotesque, state religion during the heyday of the American empire; but it
also destroyed the basis of socia reason, thus exemplifying Gramsci's
aphorism that when the old order is dying while the new one cannot be
born, society itsef becomes irrational. If people can recover neither
memory of the past nor imagine a future, they remain imprisoned by a
present defined by sensation and spectacle. Increasingly unhappy with this
statedf affairsyetforbiddentothink intermsof rea aternatives, they vote
out theincumbentsin officein akind of generalised disgust, or sink bitterly
into a new isolationism, a sentiment exploited by the ultra-right Patrick
Buchanan in hishid for President.

Something must be set forth to replacetheideol ogical focuson Commu-
nism, inorder to organisetheinchoate frustration of asociety whichoffers
no hope beyond the fantasies conjured by Hollywood and Madison
Avenue. For dl the liberal facade, America has dways needed the devil,
and never more so than now. It is by far the most punitive society of the
Western world, with the highest rates of incarcerations, long sentences,
and, of course, executions; yet politicians never cease inveighing against
'being soft on crime," or pressingfor harsher penalties. A rational, humane
policy towardsdrug abuseisunthinkablein thisclimate— how could it be,
when dope fiends and narco-terrorists are demanded by the apparatus?

Because anticommunism also defined a politics of identity (think only
how it facilitated the integration of Eastern European nationalities into
American society, or aided the integration of the armed forces), it served
asakind of social glueaswell asaspiritual ideal. Thelossdf itsrationale
serves to catalysethe disintegration of America, much asthe lossof the
Communist ideal fosters tribalism in what used to be the Soviet bloc. In
each case, fascist potentials are raised asthe usual scapegoats are paraded
forth. Leadingtheway in Americaareattackson blacks(as beneficiariesof
affirmative action), women (who face reversal of abortion rights), gay
people (who are suffering increasing numbers of violent assaults), and,
remarkably, Jews. | say remarkably, becauseit seemsthat American Jewry
had so embourgeoisified and ingratiated itself, through Israel, with the
national security state, asto havefinally achieveditsdream of safety. But it
seemsalso asif thereis never to befull immunity against the anti-semitic
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plague. Asfinancial institutions collapse, talk of Jewish bankersand their
conspiracy isheard once more, and the foul David Duke hasbeen ableto
do what had been thought unthinkable - actually recreate Nazi ethosasa
viable political option in America, gaining no lessthan 55% of the white
votein hislosingracefor the L ouisianagovernorship, despite an unprece-
dented campaign against him which broadcast hisfascist record into every
homein the state. But Dukeisonly exploitinga path laid down by George
Bush, who made vicioudly racist smears respectable in his campaign
against Dukakis.

Along with this has come a new wave of attacks on the defenders of the
scapegoats. Artists attempting to voice the forbidden find themselves
facing the Yahoo mentality as at no time since the 1920s. And at the
universities, where the few remnants o an emancipatory consciousness
can be transmitted to the younger generation, a new McCarthyism arises,
its object no longer the Communist as subversive, but the grotesquely
named ‘politically correct,' that is, those who insist on anti-racism, anti-
sexism, and anti-homophobia aspolitical principles.'Are you now, or have
you ever been, politically correct?,' becomes a new watchcry. As with
Communism, the presumption is that the Politicaly Correct are, if not
dominant in universities, strong enough to makeareal bid for power, and
moreover, that their intolerance constitutes an actual threat to liberal
society. Remarkably, the Politically Correct are considered the Mc-
Carthyites, out tointimidate and repressdecent conservative Americans.
Thusex-Marxist historian Eugene Genovese wrote in the New Republic,
'‘As one who saw his professorsfired during the McCarthy era, and who
had tofight, asapro-Communist Marxist, for hisownright to teach, | fear
that our conservative colleagues are today facing a new McCarthyism in
some ways more effective and viciousthan the old."™

One does not know whether to laugh or cry when faced with such
reasoning, which by seeking to defend liberal society only succeedsin
putting another nail in its coffin. Marx’s judgment that when history
repeatsitsef, it returns asfarce, seems particularly apt here— except that
there is nothing funny about this farce. The facts of the matter are that
American universitiesremain largely in bed with the state and corpora-
tions, and that the assault on political correctness is transparently a
reactionary thrust against the growing multiculturalismof America.

Whether this multiculturalism will succeed in forging a revolutionary
subject is quite dubious given the erasure of the vision of the whole by
anticommunism. Even so, it will be fiercely attacked, not for the actual
threat, but because the dominant Right is unappeasable. No matter how
hegemonic its domain, no matter how burnt-out and pathetic its opposi-
tion, the Right cannot rest, must find enemies and subversives. Thisis not
because the right is paranoid in any psychological sense. It isdue, rather,
to the very nature of its success. The monstrous swindlesof anticommu-
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nism havemadeit impossibleto namewhat wasailing the system and what
couldriseagainstit. Asfundamental inequitiesin wealth and power grow,
and as, therefore, the potential for resistancecontinues to mount, so, too,
must a shadow-play of life-and-death struggle between the defendersand
disturbersof the order be perpetually enscted.®

Marx and Engels long ago described a Communisminitsinfancy asthe
'spectre’ haunting Europe. Now the spectre outlives Communism itself,
attached to all sortsof peculiar phenomena. Asever, these phantoms will
be used to organise consent to capitalist rule. Yet asadeclining America
flounders about to impose its New World Order, an opening is still
available through which potential resistance can be turned into actual
resistance. What ultimately determines the persistence of anticommunist
dynamicsin a post-Communist eraisthefact that what cameto be caled
Communism after 1917 was an aborted socialist alternative and not true
socialism. So long as capitalism organi ses society, no effort will be spared
to keep thistruth down. That isnot in question. The question, asever, is
whether truth can awakenin the heartsand mindsof the people, that they
may rebuild a viable socialism and begin making history again.
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