THIRTY YEARS OF THE SOCIALIST REGISTER

Ral ph Miliband

Early in1963, New L eft Reviewwasreorganised, minusmost of itseditorial
board. NLR had been theproductdf amerger in1959between Universties
and Left Review and TheNew Reasoner,amovetowhich |, asamember of
theeditorial board o thelatter publication, wasstrongly opposed, on the
ground that the two journals represented two very different currents of
thought and experience, whose amalgamationwould not produce happy
results. New Left Review, under the editorshipof Stuart Hall, led arather
chequered existencefrom 1959 to 1963, when it wastaken over by Perry
Anderson. The political path which NLR would follow under its new
editors was not clear; and John Saville and | decided that a different
publication was needed, which would embody the spirit which had in-
formed The New Reasoner. Neither d ushad theresourcesor thetimeto
editaquarterly or bi-monthly periodical; but wethought we might be able
to manage an annual publication.

In a memorandum dated 7th April 1963, | proposed that Edward
Thompson, John Saville and mysdf should publish a sociaist annual
between 300 and 400 pages in length, which would include articleson
socialist theory and practice, labour history and contemporary events;
book reviews and reviews of socidist classics, a calendar o events of
interest to socidlists; and a review d the year in relation to labour and
socialistmovementsaround theworld; plusareview o important eventsof
the year, analysed, like dl else, in asocidist perspective.

Edward Thompson expressed strong support for theidead an annua
publication, but declined to be a co-editor, and hewarned that to publish
an annual that would serve as a record would be a formidable editorial
task. Hewasobvioudly right, and we very soon scaled down our ambitions
to the publication of an annual volume d essaysthat would constitute'a
survey of movementsand ideas, which wasthe sub-titlewe gave to what
became TheSocidistRegister. We owed thetitleitself to Martin Eve, who
ran Merlin Press, and who agreed to publish theannual, which he hasdone
from 1964 to the present. It isunlikely that it would haveseenthelight o
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day without hissupport, or that it would havegoneonfor al these years
without his unfailing help. We were dso fortunate in having Monthly
Review Press o New York as our American publisher for the first two
issues, and again, after aninterval of someyears, for all subsequentissues.

Both John Savilleand | had no doubt that asocialist annual that was not
an annual of record was arather unusual typed publication on the L eft,
and that it would not make possiblethe kind of prompt responseto events
which could moreeasily be managed in amonthly, bi-monthlyor quarterly
journal. On theother hand, we hoped that an annual would alow amore
reflectiveand measured type o essay. Also, an annual would providethe
spacefor articlesdf alength that journalscould not normally accept.

In retrospect, it isperhaps remarkablethat at no time did John Saville
and | devote any time to the discusson o the ideological and political
orientation of the prospectivepublication. Thiswas, | suppose, duetothe
fact that he and | had been discussing questions of socidist theory and
practice for some years previoudy and had found ourselvesin rough
(sometimesvery rough) agreement; and therewasa so alargely unspoken
agreement between us that we would mainly publish work that would fall
within the broad Marxist tradition to which, with rather different political
histories, we both belonged - he had for many years until 1956 been a
member of the Communist Party, | had dways viewed mysdf as an
independent socialist, who had joined the Labour Party in the early fifties
asaway o working with Labour L eft peoplewhoseleader (insofar ashe
was willing to lead at all) was then Aneurin Bevan; and | had left the
Labour Party around 1960, when this no longer seemed worth doing.

Beforediscussing the Register further, something should be said about
itseditorship. From1964t01983, it wasedited by John Savilleand mysdlf,
with theexceptionof the1982 volume, whenwetook a'sabbatical’ and the
Register was edited by Martin Eve and David Musson, who worked with
himat Merlin Press—an unusual cased apublisher turningeditor. 1n 1984,
Marce Liebman became athird co-editor; and with the double volume o
198516, Leo Panitch became a fourth one. To our deep sorrow, Marcel
Liebman died soon after the publication o that volume. In 1990, John
Savilledecidedthat thetimehad comefor himto ceasebeingaco-editor (a
movewhich | had resisted for agood many years), and the editorship has
since then remained with L eo and me. With the 1984 volume, we decided
that each volume should henceforth be devoted to one broad theme, and
so it has been until now.

X

I do not proposeto present herea comprehensive catalogued the articles
which the Register has published over the years, an enterprise that would
be astiresomefor the reader asfor thewriter; but it may neverthelessbe
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useful to gointo somedetail about the contentsd thefirst twoissues, 1964
and 1965, since what appeared then reflects accurately the themeswhich
constantly recurred in subsequent issues.

The 1964 volume opened with an essay on Maoism by | saac Deutscher,
who had strongly encouraged us to proceed with an annual, and who was
then at the height of hisrenown asan anaystd Communist affairsand as
thebiographerdf Stalinand Trotsky. That volumea soincludedarticlesby
Ernest Mandel on neo-capitalism, André Gorz (writing under the
pseudonym Miche Bosguet) on Italian Communism, Anouar Abdel
Malek on Nasserism, an essay by Jean-MarieVincent on West Germany,
and one by Hamza Alavi on 'Imperialism Old and New'. John Saville
contributed an acerbic essay on Encounter, then amajor influencein the
dissemination d Cold War liberalism. An essay by Marcel Liebman
discussed the significanced 1914 for labour and sociaist movements; and
another by Royden Harrison discussed the relationship o the British
labour movementto theFirst International ; and therewerealsoarticleshy
the co-editorson 'Labour Policy and the Labour Left'; by Victor Kiernan
on imperialism; by Vic Allen and Jm Mortimer on trade unionism; by
Michadl Barratt Brown on ‘Nationalization in Britain'; and so on.

The 1965 volumewas equally remarkablefor the exceptional quality of
the material it presented. Under the rubricd Contemporary Politics, the
volume included another essay by Isaac Deutscher, this time on 'The
Failure o Khrushchevism’ (Khrushchev had been deposed in 1963); an
essay by K.S. Karol on 'The People's Democracies’; and another essay by
Jean-Marie Vincent on East Germany. The same section also had essays
by FrancisJeansonand Richard Fletcher on Algeria,and anessay by D.A.
NicholasJones on 'Arabia - the British Sphere'.

A second section, on Britain, had aprescient essay by Dorothy Wedder-
burn on 'Facts and Theoriesdf the Welfare State' which concluded that
‘welfare state legidationin capitalist society is a battleground not only for
the short-term solution o immediate socia problems but aso for the
longer-term battle o ideas; 'the former, she noted, 'has received much
attention from the Left; the latter dl too little'; an article by John Saville
on 'Labour and Income Redistribution' assailed the 'utter wrongheaded-
nessd the Labour intellectual safter 1950 who proclaimed how great had
been the redistributiond incomein the previousyears; and two articles,
by Tony Topham and Ken Coates, onincomepolicy, then avery liveissue
in the labour movement.

The third section, on Theory and History, included an essay by Georg
Lukécs on 'Solzhenitsyn and the New Realism', an essay by Harnza Alavi
on Peasants and Revolution, an essay by me on ‘Marx and the State', a
subject which, remarkably enough, had attracted little attention on the
L eft after Lenin's TheStateand Revolutiond 1917; and last, but very much
not least, Edward Thompson's 'The Peculiaritiesof the English’, a strin-
gently critical discussion d the work which Perry Anderson and Tom
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Nairn had publishedin New Left Review on English history, notably Perry
Anderson's 'The Originsd the Present Crisis.

3

As noted, it was these and related topics which were explored in subse-
quent years. Again and again, the Register came back to the changesthat
were occurring in contemporary capitalism; to the critique o Western,
notably American, imperialism, and thiswaslinkedto reportsonindepen-
dencestrugglesin the'third world', particularly in Africa; to the andysis
and critique o social democratic and Communist parties in various
countries, notably Western Europe; to the andysisand critiqueof Com-
munist regimes, particularly the Soviet Union; and successiveissues also
discussed various questionsdf Marxist theory, questions o sociaist strat-
egy, and aspectsd labour and socialist history.

Perhapsthe most notablefeature of the Regidter's output is how consis-
tent wasits perspective over the years. Consistency is not necessarily the
most admirabled virtues, sinceit may well indicate a stubborn blindness
to changesthat are occurringin theworld. On the other hand, it may aso
indicatearefusal toindulgein passng fadsand fashions. We avoided this;
and whilethe Register, for instance, took account d such episodes asthe
1968'May events in France, and similar eruptionselsewhere, the article
by Lucio Magri in the 1969issue, 'The May Eventsand Revolutionin the
West', wasacareful appreciation o thefact that for revolutionary change
to occur, 'there must be forceswhich are capableand determined enough
to make good use o the chances offered by history', and that ‘from this
point of view, theMay experiencetellsusthat thisisnosmplematter'. The
same volume also included some sober reflections by Victor Kiernan on
therole d theintelligentsaand by John Cowley on thelikely impact of
student protest on the university. In a different context but in the same
vein, and in a period when guerilla struggles in Latin America, with
peasantsas the main actorsin these struggles, werewiddy thought on the
revolutionary L eft to bethe key to revol utionary advance, the1970issuedf
the Register included an article by Victor Kiernan which warned of the
limitationsof 'voluntarism', and argued that ‘further expansiond social-
ismin either theadvanced or the undevel opedregionsseemsto depend on
theemergenced acombinationdf forces. . . . It doesnot seemlikelytobe
brought about by the peasantry alone, any morethan by theworking class
alone, to say nothing o thelesser forcesthat have been hopefully thought
of, like the intelligentsia or the student movement'. For his part, Eric
Hobsbawm, in an essay on ‘Guerillas in Latin America in the sameissue,
presented a remarkable survey o guerilla struggles in a number of
countries, and concludedthat 'revolutionin Latin America. . .islikelyto
combine social forces — peasants, workers, the marginal urban poor,



RALPH MILIBAND 5

students, sectorsd the middlestrata . . .’; also that 'when a prolonged
struggleisenvisaged (asin the classical theory o revolutionary guerillas)
organisation ismore crucial than ever and political anadysisisindispens
able'. Even these cautious and thoughtful remarks reflect a degree o
optimismabout the possibilitiesdf revolutionary changewhichisnow out
of fashion—for howlongitisimpossibletosay. At least, what we published
was free from a naive beief that revolution was five, or at the most ten
minutes, avay. 1n 1978, we published an essay by Tarig Ali, 'Revolution-
ary Politics: Ten Years after 1968°, which suggested that 'the central
political lessonsdof the last ten years can be summed up in a sentence: a
socialist revolutionin the West will either be madewith theconsentd the
working massesor it will not be made at dl'.

The character which the Register assumed was obvioudly due in large
part to our choice of contributors: from the start, it was understood
between the co-editorsthat wewould mostly call on peoplewhooccupieda
place on the political spectrumwell on the left of social democracy, but
who were not the prisonersd sectarianismand dogma. The key term (one
greatly favoured by Marx) was'critique’. The weakness o that approach
wasthat it did not disposeusto explorein depth the tremendousproblems
which the construction of the new socia order in which we and our
contributors believed was bound to present. Thisisaweaknesswhich was
shared by the socidist Left as a whole. Whereas socid democrats have
tended to be obsessed by the problems, and paraysed by their acuity,
socidliststo the left of them have tended to ignore the problems, or to
belittle them, or to rely on sloganeering as a substitute for serious
engagementwith them. Thisistheweaknesswhich Leszek Kolakowski,in
hisrejoinder in the 1974 Register, to Edward Thompson's splendid 'Open
L etter to Leszek Kolakowski' in the 1973 Register, accurately and bitterly
pinpointed. Thompson's essay was, aswel as much el se, an eloquent and
moving defence of an open, critical Marxism - critical not least of the
Marxist canon itself. The essay exemplified the kind of theoretical work
whichisan essential preface to programmaticwork, but which isno more
than a prefaceto that work.

To sy that the Register ignoredthe problemsadf socialist constructionis
perhapsalittle unfair. The 1964 volumedid havean articleby John Saville
and mysdf ontheLabour Left and what it ought to pressfor. Alsoin 1964,
Michael Barratt Brown was suggesting how nationalisation might be
improved. n 1968, we publishedamajor essay by André Gorzon'Reform
and Revolution’, in which he formulated hisinfluential thesisdf socialist
advanceby way o structural reforms; and the1969 volume, as noted, also
had an essay by L ucio Magri which explored the samequestion. The 1973
volume had an essay by meon what lessonssocialistsshould draw fromthe
overthrow of Salvador Allendein Chile about the difficultiesdf socialist
advance. The1974 volumeincludedacritical review by RichardHyrnan of
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the publicationsissued by the Institute of Workers Control; and the 1975
volume had areply to that essay by Michael Barratt Brown, Ken Coates
and Tony Topham. 1n 1981, we published asearching essay by Raymond
Williamson 'An Alternative Palitics; and subsequent volumes aso did
addressvarious questionsrel evant to sociaist construction.

Evenwhen all thisistakeninto account, however, the point seemsto me
to remain valid that we did not address the question of socidist con-
struction with anything like the rigorous and detailed concern which it
requires. To peoplewho might, honestly and not rhetorically, have asked,
‘what would you do?, the Register did not return a sufficiently plausible
answer. There arepeopl eon the L eft whowould say that theanswer should
be 'nothing much can be done until the revolution, save preparing for it’;
but even if thiswereto be taken asredlistic, ‘preparing for it' would till
involveaseriesdf strugglesover specificissues, with a clear indication of
what was being struggled for, and without resort to incantation. We were
far from the worst culpritsin not being more specific about what socialist
constructionentailed; but we should havetried harder to present materia
on the subject.

4

The Register beganinitsearly daysto carry articleson asubject whichwas
to grow in importance as the yearswent on, namely the internationalisa-

tion of capital and what thismeant for the Left. 1n 1966, we published an

article by Michadl Barratt Brown on 'European Capitalism and World
Trade', and in 1967 one by Ernest Mandel on 'International Capitalism
and "' Supra-Nationaity""; and the 1974 issue had a remarkably prescient
article by Walter Goldstein with the significant title 'The Multinational

Corporation: A Challenge to Contemporary Socidism'. | thought then

that he was exaggerating the constraintswhich multinational corporations
imposed on national states, and | indicated my disagreement with himin
the Prefacel wrotefor the volume; he obvioudy had afar better grasp of

whét the prospectswerein thisrespect than | had. Somewhat distantfrom
'globalisation’, yet related to it, an essay by Peter Wordey in the 1980
Register wascritical of Immanuel Wallerstein'sworld systemtheory; andin

1981, an essay by William Graf wassharply critical of the Brandt Report on
the North-South divide.

It wasonly in1990that we again picked up the transnational themewith
an essay by Stephen Gill on 'Intellectual s and Transnational Capital’; and
the1992volume, whosetitlewas“The-New World Order? included, apart
from an introductionfrom the editorson "The New World Order and the
Socidig Agenda, a number d major essays by Robert Cox, Harry
Magdoff, Andrew Glyn and Bob Sutcliffe, Immanuel Wallerstein, John
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Palmer and Stephen Gill, which dealt in one way or another with the
internationalisationd capital and itssignificancefor the Left.

5

Givenour critiquedf social democracy, oneissuewhich did keep popping
upintheRegisterwasthat of agencies. Onthis, inrelationto Britain, there
were three distinct positions. On the one hand, there were those who
believed that socialistshad no alternative but to work inside the Labour
Party,and totry and pushit in moreradical directions. On theother hand,
there were those who thought that what was needed was a new socialist
party, which would not supplant the Labour Party, but which would
establish a socidist presence which neither that party, nor any other —
certainly not the Communist Party — was able to achieve; and there were
asothosewho, inthelater years, thought that new social movementsand
grassrootsorgani sationswere far more important than parties.

Thefirst position was very cogently representedin the 1973 volume by
Ken Coateswith anessay on'Socidistsand theL abour Party'. Thisessay, |
should add, wasin reply to a Postscript of 1969to asecond edition of my
Parliamentary Socialism, in which | had suggested that the notion of
turning the Labour Party into a socidist party wasillusory. In the 1976
issue, | arguedfor 'the formationdf asocidist party freefromthemanifold
shortcomings of existing organisations so as 'to provide a credible and
effective ralying point to help in the struggle against the marked and
accelerating drift to theright in Britain'. Thisproduced not aripple— not
that | had redly expected that it would. The argument continuedin the
1977 Regigterwith an article by Duncan Hallas which said that ‘moving on'
(thetitleof my article) was'only possibleon arevolutionarybass and that
the Sociaist Workers Party had ‘'made some modest progress on that
bass. For hispart, Leo Panitch, in an essay in the 1979 volume entitled
'Socidigts and the Labour Party: A Reappraisal’, concluded, after a
closely-arguedanaysisdf recent experience, that, whilethe Labour Party
would not ‘conveniently fall apart’, it was'by no meansinappropriateto
ask' whether socialistsshould not cometogether to begin buildingaparty
'that would befreefrom all the burdensthat comewith the Labour Party
tradition'.

Ken Coatescame back to theissueafter theL abour Party's defeatinthe
general election of 1983, with an essay on "The Labour Party and the
Futured theLeft' inthevolumed that year. He noted thedramati cextent
d Labour's loss d support and was scathing about the Labour leaders
attempts'to pull the Party's political eommitmentsback to level saccept-
ableto the editor of TheSun and to their own well-established identifica-
tion with thelogic o private capital accumulationand USimperiaism' -
strictures which have remained remarkably apposite ever since. The
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question, he concluded, waswhether 'the L abour Party can be persuaded
quickly to make a sharp break with its own past', or whether, 'as seems
more likely, the politics o fudge predominate again', in which case
'socidigts will have to leave the Party and take on the undeniably more
difficult task of consolidatinga new Left that hasno officid Labour Party
presence within it at al'. In the 1988 volume, devoted to the theme
'Problems of Socialist Renewal: East and West', L eo Panitch, in an essay
on 'Socidist Renewal and the Labour Party’, noted that while socialists
had recently been concerned ‘with associating the struggle for sociaism
with the strugglesof new socia movements, what had been missing from
even the most creativecurrentswas'a much moreseriousanaysisof what
kind of political organisation could embody a renewed socidist project’.
Most of theessay wasconcernedwith both thestrengthsand thelimitations
of theupsurged theL abour Leftintheearly eighties,andwithitsdefeat at
the hands of the Labour leadership, and concluded that socidist renewal
‘will haveto concentratelesson reformingthe Labour Party and moreon
building a long-term independent campaign for a democratic socialism
that transcendsthelimitsdf parliamentarypaternalism'. Thisrepresented
an acknowledgement d theimportanced grassrootsmovements, and the
Register did carry in the eighties material on the green and feminist
movements, but we did not explorein any systematicway the relationship
which these movements might have to the political parties which we
bdieved socialist advance required.

The 198516 Regigter had asitstheme'Socid Democracy and After’, and
continued the earlier critiqued social democracy but greatly widened the
scope d the analysis. A number o authors discussed what George Ross
and Jane Jensoncalled'the crisisd left politics and L eoPanitch called'the
impasse of social democratic politics. These and other articles in the
volume discussed in depth the economic, social, political and cultural
factors which had led to the crisis d left politics in France, Germany,
Australia, Greece, and an essay by Frank Webster dealt with "The Politics
of the New Technology'. A number d other essays also offered more
general reflectionson the same theme; and most of them called for a new
left politicsthat would not bemiredeither in the politicsof accommodation
of social democracy, or intheself-ghettoisationd thesectarianleft. There
werein the volume useful hints as to what such a new left politicswould
require; but these were no morethan hints. The samevolumealsocarried
essays by John Saville and Richard Hyman on the mines strike of
1984-85, essays by Andrew Gamble on the Austrian critiquedf socialism,
by Mario Nuti on economic planning in market economies, a review by
Roland Lew d Alec Nove's TheEconomicsd FeasibleSocialism, an essay
by Ernest Mandel on'Marx, the Present Crisisand the Futuredf Labour’,
and one by Mateo Alaluf on 'Work and the Working Class.

Thecrisgsd left politicsdf courseal soencompassedCommunistparties,
andtheRegisterdevoted agood deal o attentiontotheir evolution. Rather
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belatedly, it had an articlein 1969 by Rex M ortimer on the obliteration of

the Indonesian Communist Party in 1965 and the massacred hundredsof
thousandsaf Communistsand alleged Communists. In 1971, an article by
Daniel Singer on 'The French Left since 1968 included some critical
reflectionson the PCF and the Communist-ledCGT. Thevolumefor 1976
had a section marking the twentieth anniversary of Khrushchev's 'secret’

speech at the 20th Congress of the CPSU and the Soviet invasion of

Hungary. Articles by John Saville, Macolm MacEwen, and Margot
Heinemann discussed the impact of Khrushchev's speech on the British
Communist Party, and articles by Jean Pronteau, Maurice Kriegel-
Varimont and Rossana Rossandadealt with itsimpact on the French and
Italian parties. For their part, Mervyn Jonesand Bill Lomax wrote about
Hungary and Soviet intervention. In 1977, the Register included an essay
by George Rosson "The New Popular Front in France', whichwasmainly
devotedtothePCF; and another essayin1978by himdiscussed The Crisis
in Eurocommunism: the French Case. A third essay by him and Jane
Jenson on 'Conflicting Currentsin the PCF in the 1981 volume brought
the analysisforward to the eve o the Left's presidential and legidative
victories of that year. The 1988 volume, entitled 'Problems of Sociaist
Renewa' included another essay by George Ross on 'Organization and
Strategy in the Declined French Communism'’, and an essay by Stephen
Hellman on 'The Crissd Italian Communism’. The titlesindicate the
point of view which inspired these pieces.

The Register also paid some attention to the question o agenciesasit
related to the United States. In 1967, we published an essay by Ronald
Aronson and John Cowley on 'The New Leftin the United States, andin
1968 an essay by Franklin Adler on 'Black Power', which anaysed the
development of black consciousnessin the sixties. In 1979, Jerome Ka-
rabel took up the age-old question 'Why is There No Socialism in the
United States?; and in 1980, Stanley Aronowitz discussed 'The Labour
Movement and the Left in the United States. In the 198516 volume,
VincenteNavarroanalysed The 1980 and 1984 US El ectionsand the New
Dedl’, and showed how brittle and limited in terms of electoral support
had been Reagan's el ectoral victoriesin the presidential electionsof those
years—very much like Thatcher's el ectoral victories. In 1987, Kim Moody
had an essay on 'Reagan, the Business Agenda and the Collapse o
Labour'; and a number o essays on the United States appeared in that
1987 volume and will be noted presently in a different context. In 1988,
Joshua Cohen and Joel Rogers discussed "'Reaganism™ After Reagan';
and Vincente Navarro analysed 'Sociad Movements and Class Politicsin
the United States. In 1992, Joel Kovd wrote on post-Communist anti-
communism, and Scott Forsyth gave us an article on Hollywood, 'Hol-
lywood's War on the World: The New World Order as Movi€.
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As | noted at the beginning, a notable feature of the Register was the
amount of spaceit devoted to Western imperialismand liberation strug-
glesin the 'third world'. We were extremely fortunate in being able to
enlistthe help of Basil Davidson, with his deep insghtsinto the African
experience, and were happy to publish a number o articles by him.

Another o our most valuablecontributorson African struggleswas John
Saul. Hefirst appeared in the Register in 1969 with an essay (jointly with
Giovanni Arrighi) on 'Nationalism and Revolution in Sub-Saharan Af-
rica; in 1973 with an essay on 'Neo-Colonidism versusLiberation Strug-
gle; in 1974 with an essay on 'The State in Post-Colonia Societies:
Tanzania; in 1980 on Zimbabwe; in 1989 on 'The Southern African
Revolution’; and in 1993 with an essay on 'Rethinking the Frelimo State'.

We also published essayson Africa by a good many other people- Jules
Gérard-Libois in 19660n The New Classand Rebellionin the Congo' and
JitendraMohanon'Varietiesdf AfricanSocialism’, Conor CruiseQO’Brien
on Arthur Lewiss Politicsin West Africa, Robin Cohen on classin Africa,
Ben Turok on South Africa, Jo Sovo in 1973 on 'Problems of Armed
Struggle, Colin Leyson Kenya, SuzanneMuller on Tanzania. Thereisin
thisinstance, for most o Africa, asad trgjectory, from the high hopesadf

thesixtiesto thedisappointmentsdf | ater years, encapsulatedinthetitleof

Bas| Davidson's essay of 1992, 'Africa: The Politicsof Failure'.

A fair amount of work published in the Register also dealt with other
parts of the'third world'. In 1966, we published awide-ranging essay by
Malcolm Caldwell, whose murder in Cambodiawasa grievouslossto the
Left. In the same issue, we aso published some reflections by Victor
Kiernanon'India and Pakistan: Twenty Y earsLater'. By 1967, thewar in
Vietnam was raging with ever more ferociousintensity, and the Register
published an article by me notingthefact 'brought homeevery day by the
constant stream of newsand imagesfrom Vietnam, that the United States
hasover whatisnow aperiodd yearsbeen engagedthereinthewholesae
slaughter of men, women and children, the maiming o many more, the
obliteration o numberless villages and the forcible transplantation of
whole populationsinto virtual concentration camps, the use d gas and
chemical warfare, the devastation of largeareasd cultivation, and much
else which forms part of a catalogue d horrors which has by now been
abundantly, sickeningly documentated. However, the article, entitled
'Vietnam and the Western L eft’, wasnot only concerned to condemn the
war whichthe United Stateswaswagingin Vietham; itsmain purposewas
to suggest how graveand bitter had been the default of the Leftin Britain
in failing to mount far greater opposition to the Wilson Government's
‘consistent defencedf Americanactionsin Vietnam', which | described as
'the most shameful chapter in the history' of the Labour Party.
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Articles aready mentioned dealt with different facets of imperialism,
and in 1971 and in 1974, we also published essays by Victor Kiernan,
'Imperialism, Americanand European’ and '‘American Hegemony under
Revision', which placed imperialismin an historical perspective. 1n 1983,
wepublished an essay by Paul Josephon'Nuclear Strategiesand American
Foreign Policy’; and most d the articleswe publishedin 1984in avolume
on 'The Usesdf Anti-Communism' aso dealt with general reflectionson
imperialism and with its manifestationsin different countries — Philip
Brenner on U.S. policy in Central America, James Petras and Morris
Morley on'Anti-Communismin Guatemaa: Washington's Alliancewith
Generalsand Death Squads, and Alan Wolfeon'ldeology and Interestin
Postwar AmericanForeign Policy’. The1987volumealsohad an articleby
Larry Pratt on 'The Reagan Doctrineand the Third World', and another
article by Scott Forsyth on Hollywood's contribution to the ideology of
Americaninterventionism.

In 1988 and 1989, the Regidter carried articlesby CarlosVilas, the one
on'War and Revolutionin Nicaragua, and the other on 'Revolution and
Democracy in Latin America; and in 1991, Carlos Vilashelped usagain
with an essay on the shortcomings of the Sandinista regime. The same
volumeal so had articlesby Va Mogadham on Iran and by Saul Landau on
Cuba, which allied warm support for the revolutionwithsharp criticism of
the regime's failings.

7

There were not many years after thefirst two issuesin which the Register
did not includearticleson the Soviet Union or other Communist regimes.
IN1968and 1969, we published two posthumousessaysby | saac Deutscher
(hehad died in 1967 at thetragicaly early age df 60), onedf them entitled
'Ideological Trendsin the USSR, the other 'Roots d Bureaucracy'. The
1968 volume also included an essay by Michael Ellman on 'Soviet Eco-
nomic Reforms and one by K.S. Karol on Two Years o the Cultural
Revolution'. In1973, an articled mine, 'Stalin and After', reviewedtwo
books by the Soviet historian Roy Medvedev, one on Stalinism, Let
History Judge, theother on socialist democracy. Inthe1974issue, Rossana
Rossanda discussed 'Revolutionary Intellectuals and the Soviet Union',
and Jean-Marie Chauvier analysed the work o Solzhenitsyn. 1n 1977,
Wlodzimierz Brus recalled "The Polish October - Twenty Y earsLater'. In
1978, we carried a sdf-interview by Rudolph Bahro, and an essay by
TamaraDeutscher on'Voices o Dissent' inthe USSR. The1981issuehad
an essay by Mario Nuti on 'The Polish Crisis; Economic Factors and
Congtraints, and alsoincluded an essay by | saac Deutscher which had first
appearedin Les TempsModerneson 'The Tragedy o the Polish Commun-
ist Party'. Thesameissuereprinted ChristaWolf'sspeechon receivingthe
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Buchner Prizein October 1980; and it al so had an essay by Ernest Mandel
on the Chinese economy. In 1983, we had an essay by Roy Medvedev on
"The Soviet Union at the Beginning of a New Erd. Thisreferred to the
demised Leonid Brezhnev and the hopewhichit engendered that in the
nextfew yearstherewill beaseriousrenewa inal theleadingdepartments
d government, and that younger, moreintelligent, more highly qualified
and bolder personswill be promoted totheleadingposts. Thisanticipated
by three yearsthe coming to power o Mikhail Gorbachev. What no one
anticipated was the catastrophi cresultswhich theincoherent naturecf the
reformswhich Gorbachev set in train would ultimately produce. 1n 1988,
the Regiger published articles by K.S. Karol, RW. Davis, Patrick
Flaherty and David Mandel on different aspectsdf the Gorbachev revolu-
tion, and on China by Roland Lew, but it was only in 1991, when the
Regiser was devoted to the theme of 'Communist Regimes: the After-
math', that a seriesd articlesdid anayse in depth the failings of per-
estroika, again with the help of David Mandel and Peatrick Flaherty, and
aso Justin Schwarz, Robert Cox, Ernest Mandel, Daniel Singer andt wo
Soviet authors, Alexander Buzgalin and Andrei Kalganov, who boldly
entitled their essay 'For a Socialist Rebirth: A Soviet View'. The same
issue aso carried an essay by Peter Bihari on post-CommunistHungary,

and one by Susan Woodward on Y ugodavia. Taken asawhole, it seems
fair to say that the material we published on the Soviet Union and the
Communist regimesover the yearswas balancedand well-reasoned, terms
which hardly apply to so much else that waswritten on the Soviet Union.

On the other hand, it may besaidin retrospect that the essayswhich were
publishedin the Register on Maoism, thoughcritical of somed itsaspects,
did not sufficiently emphasi se how disastroudy destructivewas much of its
practice. But | do not recollect the editorsthemselvesmaking that point at
thetime.

B

Asl look back on thevolumesd the Register,one df itsstrongest features
seemsto meto bethework we publishedon Marxist theory, and socidist
theory in general. Here too, it would be tedious to catalogueall that we
published, but somed theitemswhich appearedover theyearsshould be
noted. An article by Peter Sedgwick in the 1966 volumereflected wdll the
critical spirit in which we wanted articleson these topicsto be written.
Sedgwick's articlewas ascholarly and sharply critical review of Herbert
Marcuse's One-Dimensional Man, which was then much acclaimed, and
which Sedgwick contrasted very unfavourably with earlier work of Mar-
cuse, notably hisReason and Revolution: 'the work of critical philosophy,
rootedin Hegel and Marx, that Marcuse pioneeredin Reason and Revolu-
tion', Sedgwick wrote, 'now hasbeenamost entirely abandonedinfavour
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of agrandiose journalism of doom', and he gave ample evidence for this
negative verdict. In 1967, the Register carried a notable essay by Maurice
Godelier on 'System, Structure and Contradiction in Capital’. Victor
Kiernan gave us an essay on '‘Marx and India, and in 1968 another essay
entitled 'Notes on Marxism in 1968' (the 150th anniversary of Marx’s
birth), which suggested that 'the time has come, or rather haslong since
been coming, when Marxism needs a thorough spring-cleaning, or a
throwing overboard of mouldy stores. Alsoin1968, we published an essay
by John Merrington on 'Theory and Practice in Gramsci's Marxism', an
essay whichstill had then something of apioneer quality. The1970 Register
carried a number of articles on Marxism and questions of socialism -
Rossana Rossanda on 'Class and Party', Jean-Paul Sartre on 'Masses,
Spontaneity, Party', Harold Wolpe on 'Some Problems Concerning Re-
volutionary Consciousness, Hal Draper on 'The Death of the State in
Marx and Engels, and mysdf on'Lenin's TheState and Revolution’. The
1971 issue had a similarly generous spread of articles on these themes.
Apart from Rossana Rossanda essay on Mao's Marxism, it carried an
essay by Hal Draper on'The Principle of Self-Emancipationin Marx and
Engels, and athorough demolition of Althusser's scientific pretensionsby
Leszek Kolakowski, this at a time when Althusser was being hailed by
many Marxistsasthethinker whohad at longlast established Marxismona
solidscientificfoundation. Thesameissued the Register also had an essay
by Istvdin Mészaros on 'Alienation and Socia Control’, and one by Jeff
Coulter on'Marx and the Engels Paradox'. 1n 1972, we published another
essay on Gramsci and Marxism, thistime by Victor Kiernan, and two other
theoretical essays, one by Istvdn Mészaros on 'ldeology and Socia Sci-
ence, the other by Anthony Arblaster on 'Liberal Valuesand Socialist
Vaues. Stillinthesameissue, Peter Word ey had an essay whichdiscussed
in depth the work of Frantz Fanon.

| have aready noted the appearance in the 1973 Register of Edward
Thompson's 'Open Letter to Leszek Kolakowski', which was a hundred
pageslong: whatever the shortcomings of an annual, wefelt that it at least
madeit possibleto carry an essay of that length. Asalsonoted earlier, the
1974 volume had a reply by Kolakowski, 'My Correct Viewson Every-
thing'; anditwasalsoin that issuethat Hal Draper published another essay
on Marx, thistime on 'Marx on Democratic Forms of Government'; and
this essay was accompanied by an essay written by Alastair Davidson on
'‘Gramsci and Lenin; 1917-1922’. Still in that issue, George Ross had a
highly critical review of Daniel Bell's The Coming o Post—Industrial
Society. In 1976, we published an essay by Ben Fine and Laurence Harris
on 'Controversial Issues in Marxist Economic Theory'; and feminism at
last made its appearance in that year's Register in theform of an essay by
Hal Draper and Anne Lipow, 'Marxist Women versus Bourgeois Femi-
nism', in which the authors sought 'to revive acquaintance with arevolu-
tionary women's movement which was undoubtedly the most important
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oned thekind that has yet been seen', namely the women's movementin
pre-1914 Germany, deeply inspired by Marxism. In that article, Draper
and Lipow presented work by August Bebel, Clara Zetkin, Rosa Lux-
emburg, Louise Kautsky and Eleanor Marx, which showed how seriously
the ‘women's question' had been taken by men and women steeped in
classica Marxism. A year later, asection o the Register, was devoted to
Marxist economic theory, with an essay by Geoff Hodgson, 'Papering
Over the Cracks, which consisted o strongly critical comments on the
essay by Fineand Harrisin the previousyear's volume, and aresponseto
Hodgson from them. That issue also had an essay by Marion Sawyer on
"The Genesisd State and Revolution', and a searching essay by Edward
Thompsonon Christopher Caudwell, whowaskilledin Spainin 1937 at the
aged 29, andwhose books, such aslllusionand Redlity, StudiesinaDying
Culture, and Further Studies, dl published posthumoudy, played, in
Thompson's words, 'a sgnificant part in the intellectual biography o my
own generation'.

In1978, we publishedastrong critiqued thework of Barry Hindessand
Paul Hirst, then leadingexponentsdf Althusserianthinking; and thesame
volumeincluded a critical essay by Ellen MelksinsWood on 'C.B. Mac-
pherson: Liberalismand the Task of Socidist Theory'. This provoked a
response from Leo Panitch in 1981, 'Liberal Democracy and Socidist
Democracy: The Antinomiesdf C.B. Macpherson', inwhich Panitch took
arather more positiveview than Wood had doned Macpherson'srelation
to Marxism; and shein turn respondedto Panitch in thesameissuewith an
articleon 'Liberal Democracy and CapitalistHegemony'. Still inthesame
issue, David Beetham, in an articleentitled 'Beyond Liberal Democracy’,
sought to deal 'with objections raised by liberal democrats to the pos-
shility o asocialistdemocracy'. In1982, Stuart Hall wroteon 'The Battle
for Socialist1deasin the 1980s’, and Peter Sedgwick gaveanother review to
the Register, this time on Alasdair MaclIntyre’s After Virtue A Study in
Moral Theory, which had appeared in 1981. The review was an €l egant,
informed and critical appraisal not only o the book, but of MaclIntyre’s
'journey through polemic'. Sedgwick's death not long after deprived the
Left of oned itsmost incisve writers.

Theconcernwith Marxistandsocialist theoryinspired many of theother
articleswhich we published in the late seventies and beyond, and a lot
more room was now given to various aspects o feminism. Also, the
Regigter devoted agood deal o attentionin those yearsto the ideologica
shiftsthat were occurring on the Right, and to the deepening intellectua
and political crissthat was gripping the Left. In 1979, the year in which
MrsThatcher, asshewasthen, first cameto power, we had published an
essay by Andrew Gamble, 'The Free Economy and the Strong State', in
which he noted, adl too accurately, that 'the dow-down in the pace of
accumulation has provided the opportunity for awidespread rejection of
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Keynesian political economy and an ondaught on the policies, valuesand
organizations of social democracy’. The sameissue also had an essay by
Mario Nuti on "The Contradictionsdf Socialist Economies, and another
one by Elmar Altvater and Otto Kallscheuer on'Socialist Politicsand the
"Crigsof Marxism'™'. 1n 1980, we published an essay by Laurence Harris
on 'The State and the Economy’, which sought to provide an explanation
in Marxist terms of the developing attack on the welfare state; that issue
also has an essay by Jane Jenson on "The French Communist Party and
Feminism'. In1982, an articleby David Ruben discussed'Marxism and the
Jewish Question’; and John Saville had an essay on recent Labour histo-
riography. Twoarticlesinthe1983Register dealt withfeminist themes, the
one by Dorothy Smithon'Women, Classand Family', the other by Varda
Burstyn on 'Masculine Dominance and the State. Also in 1983, the
Register had an article by Ellen MeiksinsWood, 'Marxism Without Class
Struggle, in which she argued against ‘a substantial transformation of

Marxisttheory', which, shesaid, had displaced ‘classstruggleand thesel f-
emancipationd theworkingclass. . . fromthecentredt Marxism'. Stillin
the same volume, Richard Hyman presented a critiqued André Gorz's
Farewdl to the Working Class: An Essay on Post-Industrial Socialism,

which had been published in 1982; and Monty Johnstone reviewed the
attitude of Marx and Engels to mgjority rule in ‘Marx, Blanqui and
Magjority Rule. The theme o the 1987 volume was '‘Conservatism in
Britain and America, and included arange df essayson Reaganismand
Thatcherism, with such essays as Reg Whitaker's 'Neo-Conservatism and
the State!, Bill Schwarz's 'The Thatcher Years, Joel Krieger's 'Socia

Policyinthe Aged Reagan and Thatcher', ElizabethWilson's ‘Thatcher-
ism and Women', and Zillah Eisenstein'Liberalism, Feminism and the
ReaganState'. 1t wasa sointhat volumethat wepublished essaysby James
Croninand Terry Radtke on 'The Old and the New Politicsof Taxation',

lan Taylor's 'Law and Order, Moral Order: TheChanging Rhetoricsd the
Thatcher Government', Harvey Kayes 'The New Right and the Crisisof

History', Laurence Harris and Ben Fine on 'ldeclogy and Markets:
EconomicTheory and the New Right', Smon Clarkeon 'Capitalist Crisis
and the Rise of Monetarism', and Leo Panitch and mysdf on 'Sociadists
and the""New Conservatism™'. For good measure, we al so had an essay by
Joel Kovel on 'The Theocracy d John Paul 11, an essay by John Savilleon
American bases in Britain, and one by Larry Pratt on "The Reagan
Doctrineand the Third World'.

The 1984 volume had included articles tracing the ways in which
conservativeforces had exploited the'Soviet threat' and anti-communism
ingeneral asabludgeonagainst the L eft. Thevolume had anintroductory
essay by Marcel Liegbman and myself, an essay by Reg Whitaker on
'Fighting the Cold War on the Home Front: America, Britain, Australia
and Canada, an essay by John Savillewhich threw much-needed light on
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‘Ernest Bevin and the Cold War', one by William Graf on anti-
communismin the Federal Republicof Germany, an essay by Martin Eve
on 'Anti-Communismand AmericanIntervention in Greece', andfurther
essayson variousaspectsaf anti-communism,includingone by Frangois
Houtart on anti-communism and the CatholicChurch. Asnoted earlier, a
number of essaysin that volume also dealt with Americanforeign policy
and interventionin Central America.

The 1989 Register cel ebrated the bi-centenary of the French Revolution
by devotingthe volumeto the theme'Revolution Today. Aspirationsand
Redlity'. Thefirg article, by Leo Panitch, sought to answer the question:
'What meaning can we give to the notion of socidlist revolution in the
advanced capitalist countries today?; and a number o essaysin the
volume, which will be noted later, asked the same question in different
contexts. That issuedf the Register also carried an essay by Tony Benn,
drawing on his experience as a Cabinet minister for eleven years, on
'Obstaclesto Reformin Britain'; Victor Kiernan's'Reflections on Revolu-
tionin an Age o Reaction’; an essay by Ernest Mandel on 'The Marxist
Case for Revolution Today', and a rigoroudy argued essay by Norman
Geras on the crucia topic o 'Our Mords. The Ethicsdf Revolution'.
Other essays in the volume highlighted other aspects of the topic of
revolution— Michadl Lowy on nationalismand internationalism, Frieder
Otto Wdlf ontheneedtorethink theidead revolution, JoannaBrenneron
'Feminism's Revolutionary Promise', Lawrence Letwin on religion and
revolution, and Saul L andau on the Cuban revolution.

9

In the volumes that we published from 1984 onwards, the word ‘criss

insistently recurs;, and these volumes do indeed chart the defeats and
disappointments which the Left sustained in those years, and the
hegemony, in thought and deed, which the Right had established in the
eighties. Ontheother hand, the Register never shared the pessmismwhich
was so prevalent on the Left. We acknowledged the crisis, and sought to
anayseits deeper roots. But wewere also very critical of the ideological
and poalitical retreat which the pessmism both nurtured and reinforced,;
and the 1990 volume, entitled 'The Retreat of the Intellectuals, was
largely concerned with various aspects d the retreat and also with the
affirmation of sociaist perspectives. It isin thisvein that Norman Geras
discussed 'Seven Types d Obloquy. Travestiesdf Marxism', and John
Savilledissected the positionsof amain organ o retreat, Marxism Today.
Ellen MeiksinsWood had an essay on the usesand abusesdf the notion of
caivil society, and noted 'two contradictoryimpulses intheused theterm:
'the new concept o civil society', she noted, 'sgnds that theleft haslearnt
the lessonsof liberalism about the dangersd state oppression’, but, she
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adso noted, ‘we seem to beforgetting thelessonsweoncel earnedfromthe
socialigt tradition about the oppressionsd civil society’. For his part,

Terry Eagleton directed a sharp satire at Richard Rorty’s anti-
universalism; Fredric Jameson had an essay on Postmodernism and the
Market; and Bryan Pamer gave usawell-documentedessay ontheretreat
from Marxism in the writing on socid history in the eighties. Paul
Cammack wrote on 'Statism, New Institutionalism, and Marxism'; and
Linda Gordon had an essay on ‘'The Wdfare State: Towards a Socialist-
Feminist Perspective' in which she analysed the weaknessesin the Left's
necessary defenced the wdfare state. Therewere also essays by George
Ross on 'Intellectuas against the Left' in France, a critica essay on
JacquesDerrida by Eleanor MacDonald, and an essay on Marx and Rights
by Amy Bartholomew. John Belamy Foster, in an essay on 'Liberd

Practicality and the U.S. Left', analysed 'the contradictionsof the domi-
nant liberal democraticideology'. Stephen Gill had an essay on ‘Intellec-
tuals and Transnational Capital’; Arthur MacEwan explained 'Why We
Are Still Socidists and Marxists After All This; and Richard Levins
offered reflections on the future of socialism. Findly, | argued for the
importanced ‘counter-hegemonic struggles against the corrosivenotion
that there was no plausible alternativeto the prevailingsocia order,

Many o thearticlesinthe 1993 Regidter, entitled'Rea Problems, False
Solutions, pursued thethemed intellectual retreatin theeighties. David
Harvey discussed the different — and often misguided—- approachesto the
‘environmental issue, and sought to ‘establish atheoretical positionfrom
whichto try and makesense o that issue; and Christopher Norrisgaveus
a caustic critigue of commentators who 'queued up to renounce any
lingering attachment to such old-hat notions as truth, reason, critique,
ideology, or fa se consciousness, and linked this'realignment of theoreti-
ca positionson the left’ with 'a widespread tactical retreat from socidist
principlesamong Labour Party paliticians, policy-makers, and (moreor
less) well-disposedmediaand academicpundits. MarshaHewitt wroteon
'the regressveimplications d post-modemism’; Lynne Segal discussed
‘anti-pornography feminism', and John Griffith argued, in an essay en-
titted 'The Rights Stuff, that 'proposed changes to the constitution [by
suchorganisationsas Charter 88] and theincorporationd aBill of Rights,
will enableprivateinterests,df individuasandof corporations,tooverride
measuresdesigned to promote the general welfare.

In the Prefaceto the volume, we said that we conceived the volume'as
addressing a broad range o " dead-end” or "*morbid symptom' responses
tovariousaspectsd thecurrentglobal disorder, offeringanayseswhy they
ariseaswdl asacritiqueand correctiveto them'. Thiscouldwel betaken
to describethe spirit of much that appeared in the Regider.
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There are some important topics which did not get the attention they
deserved. Oned them was Northern Ireland. We publishedan article by
Anders Boserup in 1972 on 'Contradictions and Strugglesin Northern
Ireland’; and the1977 Register had a section on the topic, with articlesby
Anthony Arblaster, Michael Farrell and Peter Gibbons. But weshould no
doubt have done more. The same appliesto Israel and Palestine. On this
topic, we published two essayswith very different perspectivesin the 1970
Regigter, oned them by Mervyn Joneson 'l srael, Palestineand Socialism,

theother by Marcel Liebmanon'lsrael, Palestineand Zionism'; and it was
only in 1992 that another essay, by Avishai Ehrlich, on"The Gulf War and
the New World Order’, madereferencetotheplaced Israel inthe Middle
East.

Nor did we do any better with mattersrelated to science, afied which
the post-1945 Left, unlike the Left of the inter-war years, has tended to
neglect. We publishedan essay by Steven andHilary Rosein1972on 'The
Radicalisationdf Science, which discussedwhat they saw as'a clear shift
in consciousness o many scientists— especialy science students- of the
roled scienceand technol ogyin contemporary capitaism’. Another essay
in 1973, by Steven Rose, John Hambley and Jeff Haywood, on 'Science,
Racism and Ideology’, dealt with the re-emergenced what they caled
'scientific racism’, that isto say the argument that ‘certain groups, notably
Blacks and working class, are lessintelligent than others, notably White
middle class, and that thisdifferenceisgenetic’; but neither this, nor any
other topicrelated to science was pursued further in subsequent issuesof
the Regider.

Wedid alittle better with the ever-expandingfield of masscommunica
tions. In 1973, we published an essay by Graham Murdoch and Peter
Golding, 'For a Palitical Economy of Mass Communications. This was
followed in 1979 with an essay by Kevin Robins and Frank Webster on
'Mass Communicationsand Information Technology'; and they gave us
another essay in 1981 on 'Information Technology: Futurism, Corpora-
tionsand the State'.

However, the most notablegapin the Register'soutput lay in adifferent
areaaltogether, namely in the paucity of articlesdevotedtothe discussion
d literatureand the artsin generd. It isnot that wewere unawared their
importance, but rather that the moredirectly ‘political’ subjectstendedto
crowd out al else, whichis no great excuse.

Tosay that weshoul d havedonemoreon vari oustopi csisin somewaysa
bit hard on ourselves, given the circumstancesin which wewereproducing
thevolumes. For onething, asl noted at the beginning, therewasfor many
yearsonly John Savilleand | to edit the Regigter, and both o uswerevery
busy full-time teachers. We could no doubt have brought together an
editorial board, but we had decided at the start, rightly or wrongly, that
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this would present problems of organisation and require too great an
expenditured time and energy. Later, there was aso, for al too short a
time, Marcel Liebman; and, from 1985/6 onwards, there has been Leo
Panitch, whose co-editorship has been truly invaluable. But there was
never enough time; and this was particularly true in one critical respect,
namely finding authorswhaosework wouldreflect theindependent socialist
and critical spirit which we wanted to inform al that we published. The
pointis not that such peoplewere particularly rare, but that finding them,
and getting them to agreeto writefor us (of course free o charge) and
getting them to deliver their essays on time, or at all, was often a very
demanding business. All the moream | deeply grateful to al the people
who, over the years, have made the Register possible; and | present my
apologies to those contributors whose essays | have not mentioned.
Thanksarea so duetoBrian Pearce, Mike Gonzalez and David Macey for
the excellent translationsthey have donefor us.

I have dwaysthought that the Register was doing useful socialist work,
anditssurvival for thirty years, in aperiodwhich hasnot beengoodfor the
Left, may be reckoned to be a matter of some satisfaction, not least
becausethe Register hasconsi stently beenignored by the journalsinwhich
it might havebeenreviewed. Savefor theoccas onal review hereand there,
we have had to do without any such attention, even though the single-
theme volumeswe published from 1984 onwardseasily lent themsel vesto
review. Yet we know that the Register, without the benefit of much
reviewing, has had a keen readership, not only in Britain and North
America, but in many other parts o theworld aswell; and many articles
which appeared in the Register have been reprinted el sewhere, in English
and in other languages. All in dl, I think the publication deserves the
mention 'has donewell, could do better'; and over the next thirty years, it
will.
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