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A great many peopleexpectedin 1989 that the break with theold East-bloc
communist parties might lead to some strong forcesfor the renewal of

sociaism. Many peoplein the West were surprised at the timethat there
wasso littleexpression o this. In the German Democratic Republicthere
was, infact, astrongdemocraticsocidist currentin the demonstrationsof

the Fall of 1989. Although in the context o the abrupt unification with
Wes Germany thiscurrent wassmothered, it neverthel essre-emergedvia
the Party of DemocraticSocialism(PDS). Thisisadevel opmentthat bears
very careful examination.

Thefollowing essay isan attempt to illuminatethe PDS’s potential asa
socidist organisation. It is impossible to cover here the legal-political
struggles between the PDS and the state as regards expropriation at-
tempts, attemptsto delegitimise or criminalise Some of itsleaders, etc.,
nor the mainstream media distortion of the PDS. The main purpose,
rather, must beto describe and anayse thisorganisation's programme, its
actual political practice, thecharacterd itsmembership,itsrelationshipto
therest o the left, and the attitudesdof the population, principdly in the
East, towardsit.

The Political Cultured® GDR Intellectuals

Tounderstandthe PDS, itisnecessaryto begin by notingtherather special

characteristicsd the GDR intelligentsiawhich contained more critically-

minded Marxists than that of any other East-bloc country. In the first
weeksd theWende (Wende=the1989" turningpoint" inthe GDR) it was
possibleto hear expressionsd socialist sentiment onthe part o several of

the citizen-movement leaders. And the overwhemingly socialist dogans
o thefirst demonstrationsin the GDR were not a mirage smply because
they were findly eclipsed by a pro-unification wave. Therewasindeed a
sentiment for socialismin the GDR, most conspicuoudy among Berlin
intellectualsand artists, and among other strata, especidly in the central

and northern regions.
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Of dl the countrieslater to be included in the East-bloc, the Eastern
part of Germany had experienced the highest level o pre-war indus-
triaisation, and had developed the largest indigenous socialist and com-
munist intelligentsiaand working class. No other East-bloc country was
enriched by so many prestigiousleft and communist artists and intellec-
tualsreturningtoit from war-timeemigrationin Western Europeor North
and South America. The SED (SozidlistischeEinheitspartei Deutschland
= Socidist Unity Party, the GDR’s ruling party that resulted from the
KPD-SPD merger) was ill in 1989 "in however deformed a way, the
repository of the strong socialist and communist traditionsin the parts of
theformer German Reich that now constitutetheGDR. It hasnot suffered
thetraumaticsplitsand purgesdf itsHungarian, Polish and Czechodovak
counterparts since the 1950s, and its considerable reform-communist
potential hasnot sofar been displayed.”" The SED wasableto absorband
retain so many pre-war communists and socialists because the guilt of
social-democrats, Christian activistsand communistsfor having failed to
avert or defeat Nazism led to adetermination to hold out in thefaceof a
repressve atmosphere and stay in the country, retaining their sociaist
ideals.* Moreover, the guilt at having inflicted suffering on the Soviet
peoplewas not only an officia ideology; it waswiddy felt by left intellec-
tualsoutsidethe KPD. I nthisconnection,eventhemerger of the KPD and
SPD in 1946 was not entirely a manipulated sham; there was a genuine
feelingintheBerlin SPD for it. The SPD even had a"' pro-Russian' wing!’

The repercussionsd the purges o the 1950s were comparatively less
devastatingin the GDR than in Poland and Hungary, becausetheworkers
and intellectuals revoltsd 1953 and 1956 respectively were separate and,
therefore, less explosively dangerous. The SED leadership was able to
"break” theintellectuals revolt moresurgically and selectively. I n Poland,
by contrast, there were still some notable, creativeMarxistsin the 1950s,
but after the purgesonly ahandful remained;inthe GDR many moresuch
people survived all purges. Although it was not alowed real public
exposure, therewaswidespreaddebate and dissentinthe GDR, butit took
place much more within a Marxist orbit. (One factor that helped keep
Marxism attractivefor the intellectualswas the fact that, unlike in the
librariesof the USSR, for exampl e, it waspossibleto read Western Marxist
literaturein GDR libraries.)

The ranks of Marxist intellectualswere less devastated in the GDR
because o the regime's policy o privileging them and applyinga carrot-
and-stick palicy. It wasoften theolder loya intellectual swhoexhibited the
most consistently critical attitudes. Stefan Hermlin (a Spanish Civil-War
veteran, now in the PDS) had organised daring symposia and written
courageousposition paperson artisticfreedom, which were then followed
by rebukesand punishments but which still [eft him enough freedom to
publish and bewiddy read. Not al dissidentswereaslucky, but neverthe-
less Hermlin’s career, and those of Stefan Heym and Christa Wolf are
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typica enough o a representative group d dissidents to illustrate the
distinct character o the GDR intelligentsia.

In the context d thecurrent backlashd the Eastern populationswhich
are experiencing a wave d nostalgia and defensveness vis-a-vis their
soecifically Eastern ethnic or national identities, the case o the East
German population, especialy theintellectual s,again standsout fromthe
rest. The exceptional situation of two countries, the GDR and the FRG,
sharing the samelanguage and basc culture, but with two different social
systems, has, now as before, left GDR citizens with less of a national,
ethnic, basisfor any local prideand identity and hasforced that identity to
be much more centred aroundtheideaof asocid systemthanisthecasein
other Eastern European countries. Thus even people who would not
directly profess socialist beliefs are able, when their prideiswounded, to
identify with the socia system in which they had grown up. Thisis not
contradicted by the fact that there is now a dangerous minority that
supports xenophobi cattacksagainstimmigrant workers. Those who were
most militant in acceptinganew " Germanness opposed to thecommuni st
past in 1990 were forced to suppresstheir "Easternness’. And when the
same people were suddenly beset with the current specifically Eastern
problemsthey could only blamenon-Germans. But raci st explanationsfor
social pressures are still new to GDR culture, as is greater-German
nationalism, and polls consistently show negligible electoral support for
such nationalist projectsaswel asfor the extreme right-Republikanerin
theEast. Thereisnow, moreover, aswing avay fromtheright towardsthe
SPD and PDS. Itisimportant, also, that this GDR specificum should not
belost amidst acommon-senseassumption, based on the Nazi experience,
o agiven and immutable German racismmorevirulent thane.g. Polishor
French racism.

The PDS

The rebellion within the SED in November—December 1989 wes the
accomplishmentadf the rank-and-file; it was never initiated a thetop. The
Central Committee building was besieged severa timesin those months
(when both a CC plenum and a Specia Party Congresswere held) by the
rank-and-filegroups o the Berlin party organisation. Even the normally
hostile tageszeitung (taz), Germany's principa pro-Green Party daily,
reported as moving and sincere the expressons o radical democratic
positionsand allegiance to communist traditions coming from the rank-
and-filers. "Tens o thousandsdf SED membersfrom the 'rank-and-file
on November 8th infront a the CC building. It was aspontaneousdemo
called by word of mouthinthecity. They wereeven morebitter than others
in the soci ety because what wasdone wrong or criminally wasdonein the
named socidism. . . . 'Wewantfindly toplay arole, evenif not aleading
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one!' The SED rank-and-file protested against years-long tutelage. A
locksmith's introduction wastypicd: 'l am a powerlesscomrade.” Almost
every speaker demanded democrati zation,del egationfrom bottomto top,
aspecia party congress. . . . A woman asked whether the movement was
passingthewomen by. Shedemandedquotasinal Party structures. . . . A
femaletractor driver, afireman, etc. spoke. 'The self-righteousnessaf the
leadershipis unbearable. . .’ The SED rank-and-fileconcluded by sing-
ing defiantly, desperately and movingly the Internationale. Many waved
their Party card in their handsor held up their fists."* There were similar
actions in Halle and Neubrandenburg, where the party rank-and-file
threatened strikes. At the November CC meeting, compromises were
made, some reformerswere added and almost dl o the old leadership
were dropped, but the rank-and-filewanted a Specia Party Congressto
enact more radical changes.

By December 3rd the whole CC resigned; Gregor Gys wes given the
role d investigating corruption and preventing the destruction of evi-
dence; delegatesfor the upcoming December 8th Specia Party Congress
were coming forward with demands from their constituents for what
amounted to the foundation of a new socidlist party. During that week
about 500,000 members, including entire district leaderships, left the
party.

Inthe December 8th Special Party Congress, wherethe SED wasturned
into the SED-PDS, the 2,700 delegates voted 95% for Gregor Gysi, the
lawyer who had defended Rudolf Bahro, Robert Havemann, Barbel
Bohleyand New Forum, asnew chair. They unanimoudy rejectedliquida
tion of the party and el ected 101 national V orstand (directorate) members
to replace the old 300-member Central Commiittee. (By the Feb 24th 1990
Electoral Party Congress33 df these had left the Vorstand.) Gys warned
that the overcomingd the40-year Stalinist traditionwastill beforethem.
Immediately, therewasthe expressond thewishnotto haveasingleline,
that the membersshould ' not wait for the new line'" but should " struggle
over the Party's path.” Unity from now on was not to mean closed ranks
within the Party but rather " opennessvis-i-vis all democratic movements
and people.” Gysi’s speech named the progressivelinesd thecommunist,
social-democraticand antifascist and pecifist traditionswhich should be
absorbedinto the Party's platform. Thiswasthe beginning o the party's
struggle to absorb and go beyond communist, social-democratic and
social-movement traditions. As Gys said, "What were trying out here
doesn't yet exist in the world.” He caled for the dissolution of the
Betriebskampfgruppen (factory-based militia) and the abolition of the
Ministry o State Security (MfS or "Stas"').

Although the initial changes were driven by rank-and-file pressures,
neverthelessin that first congress the voting was still passive, with dele-
gates approving everything the new young leadership proposed. It ves
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only later, starting in 1991, but largely in 1992, that radical democratic
rank-and-file processes become more firmly rooted.

In the first few months of the party's existence in its new form, the
continuity with part of the old apparatusstill made many people uneasy.
(The apparatus beforethe reformincluded 44,000 people.) Lothar Bisky,
now chair of the PDS, recallshow, ""asthe PDSwasfounded, everyday it
wasadecisvequestionif onewasfalsalyinformed by theapparatus. Who's
representingwhat interests? One didn't know.™

Thefirst major problem was the Treptow Monument rally in January
1990 which illustrated the difficulty of calling for defence of the GDR
against neo-fascistsasaway torally peoplebehindthe party, withthe Stasi
and party apparatus essentially still present. The party caled a massanti-
fascistrally at the Soviet memorial in Treptow Park, Berlinon January 3rd,
1990. Using the neo-Nazi defacements and graffiti that had recently
appeared in Berlin, including on the Treptow monument, the SED-PDS
planned ashow o forceto raly the party and its alliesand boost morale.
250,000 people came, and although the demo did on the surface accom-
plish its immediate goals, caling upon the anti-fascist traditions of the
country, thedamageit caused waslonger-lasting. Vestigesof Stalinistanti-
fascigt rhetoric from some speakers conveyed an image d continuity with
theSED tradition of usngsuchrhetorictoeclipseother problems. AsGysi
later realised, it wasclearly ill-consideredto demand a new security force
without having thoroughly dismantled the old one and just after Prime
Minister Modrow’s regime had called for a new security force. Those
among the organisers with whom | spokewere happy with the moraleand
spirit but had a sinking feeling observing typesin the crowd who merely
yelled dogans calling for a security force. Any GDR citizen could have
recognised them as MfS (State Security Ministry) plainclothesmen. The
leadership was embarrassed. Intra-party conflicts resulted, the citizens
movementswere even morealienated, and the Western press made much
o it.

During the second hdf o January 1990 criticism within the Party
reached a peak. There wasincreasingexternal pressure on members, yet
demandsfor dissolving the party came mostly fromits own ranks. Thou-
sandsd membersleft daily, and the infrastructure crumbled rapidly. It
was at this point (Jan 21st) that Dresden mayor and party vice-chair
Wolfgang Berghofer quit and joined the SPD. He favoured quick eco-
nomicand currency union with theWest. Up to that timethe SED-PDS’s
internal debatesweredriven by aseriesd legal —and, indeed, encouraged
- factions or "platforms” e.g. the Socia-Democratic Platform, “Third-
Way" Platform, PDS Initiative Platform, Communist Platform (KPF).
The departure of Berghofer and other leading Dresden party officids
triggered another wave o resignations, principaly o social-
democratically oriented members, careerists, economicfunctionariesand
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apparatus members, the Volkspolizei and officer corps. But, as Gys
pointed aut,* there were al so somewho lefit Smply out of fear of blacklist-
ing on their jobs. They werereactingto the climate of increased anti-SED
hostility in January (as a result d more revelationsof SED leadership
corruption and the Treptow demonstration).

OnJanuary 18th, all party factions(except the KPF) werecallingfor the
dissolutiondf theSED-PDS.” At thispoint therewasacounter-movement,
which itself was a continuation o the spontaneous rank-and-file demos
duringthe CC meetingin November'89: youngpeople, especialywomen,
demandedthorough-goingrenewal insteadof liquidation. Onthe20th, the
Vorstand passed a resolution for a rapid and consistent renewal of the
party to be laid out in detailed steps. This would include the further
reduction o the apparatus, the quickest possible separation from dis-
credited party members, and the consistent continuationof rehabilitation
proceedings.

After the Berghofer withdrawal, asecond rank-and-fileimpul seturned
into a movement with an amazing constructive capacity for the rescue of
the party. It caught almost everybody by sarprise." An examplewasthe
spontaneous meeting, on the same evening as Berghofer's resignation
announcementon TV, of young membersdf the Dresden district directo-
rate to form a presidium capable o getting to work immediately. The
dissolution decison d the Saalfeld directorate brought more than 100
rank-and-filersout of their housesduring the night to elect immediately a
new local directorate. Thusat severa crucia stages, from November 1989
on, it was not old functionaries, but rank-and-file movementsadf largely
young memberswho kept the PDS aliveand, moreover, gavesomereality
to theleadership's conceptiond the party as a movememnt."

On January 26th, the Party directorate met with the district and local
leaderships, and as a result Gys announced that there would be no
dissolutiond the party.”

Out o these spontaneous grassrootsreform actions came the so-called
"initiativegroups"." These groups often took over local party organisa-
tions. By January/February a series of task forces (“AG™s) (gays and
leshians, feminists, ecol ogy, artists, and others) wereformal ly established.
Among these, the AG Junge GenossInnen (Y oung Comrades) played an
increasingly crucial role. Their credibilitywith non-party young peopledid
much to render the PDS more attractiveto progressive youth, and they
brought radical grassrootsconceptionsand waysd workingintothe party.
The Y oung Comrades devel oped structuresthroughout the ex-GDR and
have played aprominentrolein theinitiation or challengingd the party's
programmesand statute. Althoughthese AGs andinitiativegroupsledthe
way to the now generally accepted politica cultured theparty, it hasto be
bornein mind that they alienated many working-classmemberswho saw
the SED-PDSas a" party o intellectualsand platforms.”
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It became clear in January that the GDR would be absorbed into the
FRG. Thisalone ensured that the PDS, if it could survive, would be
radically different from any other Eastern reformed ruling party. It could
haveno hoped beingaparty d government, and no career could bemade
init. 1t wasforced to be an inevitably persecuted|eft opposition, and did
not even havethe option of being social-democratic, there being no room
for asecond SPD in Germany. Thisredlisationset in during January, and
the Berghoferwithdrawal of January 214 sealedit. Fromthismoment on,
the party was destined to diverge ever more sharply from the patterns of
Eastern-European socia -democratisedcommunist parties. At thistime,
part of the membership published a critical statement in Neues Deutsch-
land - the daily newspaper which had been the SED organ and by 1991,
although very closeto the PDS, had gained considerable editorial inde-
pendencefrom it — on the policiesemergingfrom the GDR’s new regime
headed by party-member Hans Modrow. There is no evidence d an
unequivocal officid party position sanctioningthe regime's policieson re-
unification and on market economy® at that time. Indeed, harsh debate
and resignationstook placein reaction to those policies.

In February 1990 there was a kind o truce between the intra-party
factionsin view o the upcoming elections (to the GDR’s first democrat-
ically elected Volkskarnmer). This was also the period of the PDS’s
""comeback™ (on February 3rd—4th “SED” was dropped from the name
"SED-PDS") in which many of those afraid of the consequences of
unificationand many progressiveyouthsseeking'astrongleft opposition”
(asl often heard during my polling-placeinterviewson March 18th, 1990)
considered voting for the PDS. During the Volkskammer election cam-
paign, Gys showed himsdf to be the most sympathetic, entertaining and
agile politician in Germany, in the opinion d much o the mainstream
media, in thisway contributinggreatly to the self-esteemand optimismdf
PDS membersand of many other GDR citizens as well.

TheElectoral Party Congressdf 24th—25th February 1990 el ectedanew
presidium congsting of 13 men and 14 women, and among the 595
del egatesthere were many young people. Inall, about 200,000 had | eft the
party in January. Gys spokeof ''650,000to 700,000members’ (2.3 million
before November 1989), and he mentioned an interesting point: women
had left the party in much smaller numbers than men, so that the
proportion of women inthe PDShad risen. Thedaff of thenational party
directorate consisted of 360 people (42% o the size of the former CC
staff), with a lot of new young members among them. The district
directorateshad been reduced to 10-20% o thesized the SED ones; the
local directorateshadfrom5to 15 paid staff. Thiswasatimeinwhich many
young peopl e joined the party.

The mass exodus from the party in the second hdf o January had
included most of theapparatus. By theend o 19900only athinlayer of them
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remained. The new leadership wavered between keeping secrets from
somed theremaining" apparatchiki™ and relyingon their often consider-
able expertise. It appeared too extreme, based on mere suspicion and
feeling, toget rid of al loyd stafferswho had aconnectionto theoldway of

doing things. But the continued presence d such elementsin the PDS
inevitablyleft many problemsin store. In October 1990, thoseresponsible
for managing the PDSs assets, Wolfgang Pohl and Wolfgang Lang-
nitschke, carried out an absurd plan of stashingaway somed theold SED
assetsin afictitiousMoscow firm. West-Germanintelligencehad been on
to it from the start and waited for the kickoff of the Bundestagelectoral

campaign in October 1990 to makeit public.

"Inevitable Socia -Democratization' and Market-Economy Naiveté

After itsfirgt programmaticutterances(December 8th, 1989 and February
24th, 1990), the PDSwas placed in along seriesd crisissituationswhich
delayed programme discussion. Summary dismissalsof the PDSs politics
and potential based solely on the programmeatic statements o those
months, treatingthe party, outsided itsreal context,likeanewly-founded
Western party, prevent a serious examination of a complex new redlity.

The surrounding context of the PDS and the dynamics o the social-
political situationin which the party found itsdf differed from those of

other East-blocCPs or of West-European partieswithgreaterincentivesto
social-democratisation. Considerable sensitivity to the chronology and
context d the programmatic utterancesand politicsd the PDSis needed.

The party's electoral programmed February 1990 was predicated on the
idead a GDR that was, to some degree, independent. Therefore, de-
mands like co-determination and democratisation within factories, addi-
tiond more market to the state economy, etc., could havebeen portrayed
as conventionally socia -democraticif the PDS had been proposingthese
demands within West Germany, but they were trying to rescue and
democratisean aready existing highly centralised state-run economy and
then, increasingly, to cushion the inevitable capitaisation and re-

unification process.

By June 1990, however, Modrow declaredthe PDSto be'aleft socialist
forceinfundamental oppositiontothecapitalist conceptiond thesolution
d global problems o humanity.”" And, facing the full redity of the
triumphof capitalisminthe GDR, Gyd said at thesametime: "' The party
needs a new programmatic, a new identity. We have to think differently
vis-i-vis capitalismthan wasthoughtin January/February, atimewhenwe
werestill figuring out what could be taken over that would be goodfor the
GDR’s own [separate] society. New also is the PDS's position on social
demacracy which indeed has in principle made peace with capital. That
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peace we cannot make."" Nevertheless, the leadership still was deter-
mined to try to co-operatewith the SPD on someissues, and to stressthe
"many commonalities” between itself and the (left) SPDers and Greens.
As the PDS’s Press Secretary said: "These naive things [‘capital-
dominated society,' 'social market economy,’ 'the civilizing achieverments
of capitalism’] went away quite quickly during 1991. It's hard to pin it
down, but at one point it was seen that one could not get amajority in the
party any morefor such dreamy concepts.”*

Finances

On May 31st, 1990thecreation of aV olkskammer commissionconcerned
with the assets of GDR parties and mass organisations wes the start of
expropriation procedures against the PDS. The commission's executive
arm became the Treuhand (state trusteeship for the privatisation and
rehabilitation of factories, etc. and management of assets).

Althoughthe PDShad voluntarily given avay 75-80% o the SED assets
in early 1990 (consisting o 2.6 hillion GDR marks worth o factories,
vacationhomesand guest houses, five publishingfirms, 3billionin reserve
funds, etc. totalling 3 billion DM) to the health system, universities, etc.,
they resolved, after the Pohl/Langnitschke affair at theend of 1990, togive
up most of what still remained. And athough thereal apparatchikshad left
theparty long before, there wasadecision to cut down the number of full-
time employeesstill more dragtically and ensure extreme transparencyin
dl affairs, especialyfinancial. The party wanted to give most of itsassets
to the state and municipalitiesfor publicworks. By that timethe PDSwas
willingto defend its right only to the legally unassail ableproperty confis-
cated by the Nazis from the prewar KPD and returned by the Soviet
Occupation Authority.*

As df January lst, 1992 the PDS became an organisation supported
exclusively by membership dues. With 147,000 dues-payingmembersthis
hasbeen possible. Theonly usablered estateisthe Karl-Liebknecht Haus
in Berlin (federal headquarters) and a small restaurant property. This
meansthat the PD Sisnow the poorest party in the Bundestag, poorer than
the Greenswho get support for their educationalfoundation. The PDS, as
of now, does not even have election funds granted them, because the
Treuhand saysit still hasto decide the assetsquestion.™

The Volkskamrner Electionsand After

The PDSs partial recovery fromitsimageasaStalinist party occurred as
early as February-March1990. On March 18th it received 16.33% of the
vote. Thisreflected considerablepopular enthusiasm - especialy among
the youth - for Gys, aswell astheimmensepopularity of Hans Modrow
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(inFebruary 1990 a poll showed himto be by far the most popul ar political
figurein the GDR).

Thedifferencebetweenthe SED and the PDScould beseenreflectedin
the PDS’s electorate: polls showed that three quarters of the PDSs 1.9
millionvoterson March 18th, 1990 had never belongedto the SED. That
also meant that the majority of former SED membersdid not votefor the
PDS.

Theyouth votedf the PDSwas16% (SPD: 20%; Bi190: 5% )." (Bi90 =
Bundnis90, the March 1990citizens-movement el ectoral aliancebringing
together the three main organisations, and now, sincethe December 1990
Bundestag el ections, joined together with the Green Party as Griine/Bii
'90). Very striking were the preferences d those till in school: 23% o
them votedfor the PDS (SPD: 23%; Bii90: 7%). But blue-collar workers
punishedthe SED by givingthe PDSonly 10% (11.9% MFW), especialy
in the south, while workersin some northern industrial centresgave the
party over 20%. Geographicallythe PDSdid much better in the northern
areas, with top resultsin East Berlin (almost 30% MFW).

Meanwhile, PDS leadership bodies were being reduced in size, and
formal membership was shrinking (down to 460,000 by April 18th 1990
with only 320,000 applyingfor new cards). The proportion o women was
40% , but those under 30 made up only 10-11%. However, defactoyouth
participation, then as now, is greater than membership figures would
indicate.” Significantly, the vast majority o rank-and-file organisations
had "moved" from factoriesto residential areas.

Due to prosecution, fear o job loss, the "finance scanda" and, for
some, theinadequate paced renewal, the PDSI ost about 60,000 members
between June'90 and January '91. Middle-aged membersin particular -
naturally most concerned about career and advancement — left in dis
proportionate numbers. A high proportion d state and economic func-
tionaries and members o the armed forces had characterised SED
membership, comprising about one-third of the former party. The PDS
lost this character, but, o course, not dl functionaries|eft the PDS.*

A comparison with Russiais useful. In the Ex-GDR there is no “red-
brown" coalition, and moderate or extremenationalistsand opportunists
can only find a place in Western parties. And unlike in Bulgaria, for
example, thosewho chooseto channel their former nomenklatura careers
in asocial-democraticdirectiondo not do sowithinthesuccessor organisa-
tion of the former ruling party. Other channels are available to them.
Moreover, the former high functionaries, military and nomenklatura
careerists either resent the PDS or cannot be integrated into its new
culture.

Right after the V olkskammer electionsit became clear that the citizens
movementswould generally interpret any votefor the PDSasa conserva
tivevote. Therearetwovariantsd thisargument: 1) the people, aboveall
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the working class, are conservativeby definition, and thereforethe party
for whom they vote is conservative; 2) the PDSis conservative (because
most of its members did not fundamentally reject the SED or had
somethingto do with the state), and thereforethe peoplewho votefor it
are displaying conservativethinking. But by 1992 the PDS had acquired
theidentity of aleft opposition party, and yet, after the stunning victory
forthe PDSintheMay Berlin municipa e ections, UweLehmann, a West-
Berlin Green, put forward the theory that the PDS and the CDU draw
from the same electorate-group, i.e. that the same people periodically
swing back and forth between PDS and (CI»U1L* But al available studies
and pollsshow only a current swing from the CDU to the SPD or PDS.
Thereisno evidenced avoter migrationfrom the PDStothe CDU from
1990 to the present (February 1944).%

Isthe Old Berlin Apparatus the PDSs Only Electorate?

The Berlin electorate tends to get singled out by anti-PDS analystswhen
trying to cope with PDS electoral successes. They point to the high
concentration of employees and high functionariesdf the former state
apparatus, who, it isassumed, will votefor the PDSand account for most
of that vote.

Inatageszeitung (GDR edition) (April 10th, 1990) interview, the SPD
candidatefor the Berlin mayoraty, Tino Schwierzina, accounted for the
PDSs success in Berlin on March 18th by pointing to Berlin as the
strongholdaf theadministrationandtheStas . "' Thesepeoplevotedfor the
PDS, because they beieved that it best represented their interests; for
example, secure pensions. That's one reason.” But then he admits. " On
theother hand an astoundinglylargenumber of youngpeopl evotedfor the
PDS, either out of an oppositional stanceor to give usalight boxingonthe
ear in the first eections.” The interviewer, Walter Siiss, intervened: "'l
know many peoplewho ayear ago opposedthe SED state but whothen on
March 18th voted for the PDS. In the reunificationd the two German
statesthey did not wishto beoverrunand apparentlytrusted thePDSmore
than the SPD to attend to matters of social security. If the GDR-
countrywideSPD now enters a codlition with the CDU [whichit did] and
itsrightarmthe DSU, won't itspossibilitiesof winningtheseyoung people
to the SPD be even lessthan it isnow?”

The discomfort with the Berlin electorate on the part of the social-
democraticestablishmentis best illustrated by a study of East-European
free elections commissioned by the Swedish Socia-Democratic Party.
First there isthefamiliar accusation that old functionariescomprise the
Berlin PDS electorate. Next comes the admission that many young,
typicaly "aternative” |eft-inclined peoplevotefor the party. To cast the
latter in anegativelightit isthen said that these peopl ehavebeen rendered
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lazy by too many benefitsfrom theformer state-socialist regime and hope
for moresuch. Andsotheyoungleft voteisturned intosomething negative
aswell.

My own interviews of 47 votersin East Berlin on March 18th 1990 in
Pankow, Mitte and Friedrichshain showed more than 85% who gave as
their reasonfor votingPD Sthe needfor ""astrongl eft opposition.” Most of
this group seemed to be under 40, and to represent the typical left or
"aternativescene." Therewasanother frequently recurringtype, though,
who admitted to voting PDS. Thisconsisted d young people rather o a
traditional working-class type with young children. Their reason was
amogt dways a concern for socia security, but even a few o them
mentioned "'left opposition.™

Furthermore, the" old apparatus” theory of the PDSel ectoratedoesnot
fit wdl with present PDS popularity in the youthful Berlin districts of
Hellersdorf and Prenzlauerberg.

In any case, the terms™ apparatchik,” " functionary and "' bureaucrat™
arethrownaround dl tooeasily toconvey any sort o realisticpictured the
texture o lifein state socidist societies. Without a more nuanced and
differentiatedunderstandingdf thosetermsit is possibleto dismissmany
whom might otherwise be regarded as modern progressive people.

Statute and Process

ThePDS’s Second Party Congress, second session, in June 1991 approved
what isclearly the most modern party statutein Germany.Init, the PDSis
defined as a voluntary association of independent individuads. All
membershi p-candidacyproceduresare abolished. A 50% minimum quota
for women is established, dso affecting parliamentary groups. Non-
member sympathisersaregranted votingrightsin variousbodies, exceptin
financia and statutory matters, and thevarioussmaller subdivisonsad the
PDS are empowered to grant membership rights to syrnpathisersto the
extent they wish. The statute even permits double membership in other
parties (which the SPD statute does not). By mid-September 1991 97% of
the entire membership approved it, making thisthefirst timein German
history that astatute wasdecided on directly by therank andfileof aparty.

In countingthevoteson thestatute the party wasableto get somegrasp
on card-holding membership: officid membership totalled 180,000 in
September 1991. However, theloosenessd the party structure, the ability
of non-members to be active in it, even before this statute, and the
blackligting that attends PDS membership, dl tend to reducetheincentive
to acquire official membership. There are significant numbersdof young
PDS activists who have never requested membership.

In any preparation for a congress or meeting in which programme or
magjor political decisionshaveto bevoted on there areendlessmotionsfor
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changing drafts, declarations,etc. Theparty'svariouspublicationsare, as
required by the statute, open to dl rank-and-file groupsto express their
opinions, and party literature bears abundant witnessto this. The consid-
erable transactional costsd demacracy are acceptedin the PDS, making
proceduresfar less efficient than in establishment parties. The charge
containedin astudy on the PDS commissioned by the FDP (Free Demo-
cratic Party)® that the radical |eft task forces have no influence on the
federal directorateisdirectly contradictedby thefact that the current 18-
member directorateismadeup d membersmostly drawnfrom thesevery
task forces, e.g. the anti-racist, media, legal, feminist, Western PDStask
forces, aswdl asthe Communist Platform. So theleft debatesare brought
right into the highest body of the party, with no other party entity ableto
subduethem in theinterestsd efficiency or pragmatism.

The party now hasonly 150s&ff in dl Germany toits147,000members,
and hdf areonly part-timerson contract. Thestaff o theLiebknechtHaus
(the federal headquarters) is only 30 people. People with important
positions have to do night duty at the switchboard. In a normal SED
Kreideitung(district leadership) therewere30to 50 gaff — now aKreisvor-
stand consistsof some 4 volunteersin total. A normal Landesvorstand
(regional directorate) has 8-10 staff. Of the 147,000 members there are
30,000t0 40,000 activist volunteerswho do most o the work in the 3,000
odd rank-and-fileorganisations. All meetingsd al party and parliamen-
tary groups and bodiesd the PDS are, by statute, open to the public.*

Composition and Attitudesd the PDS Membership From 1991

A study conducted by a group o sociologists (Institut fikr
Sozialdatenanalyse(I SDA)) inMay/June 1991* showed that betweenJune
'90 and May '91 worker membershipwent up: in 1990 the worker sharein
membership was 20%, in 1991 it was 26% (Some were pensioners or
forced-retirees). The PDS’s share d ill-employed workersin 1990 was
12% and in 1991 19%. Their membership sharerose because, dueto the
liquidation of the GDR’s social and cultural infrastructureand the conse-
quent blacklistingand intimidation o academicsand employees, thelatter
resigned in greater numbersfrom June ‘90-May '91 than did blue-collar
workers, especidly pensioned workers. In June'91 workers, farmers, and
craftspeoplemade up 30% o PDS membership, while the sill-employed
membersin this category made up 22.5%.

InMay 19911SDA’s inquiry could nolonger perceivetop SED function-
ariesand military in the party as agroup. But unemployed or pensioned
former middle- or lower-level state and economicfunctionariesdoform a
sizeable portion of party membership.

Divergingfrom the East-German averagePD Syouth membership (10—
11%), 30% o the Neubrandenburg PDS membership was under 30.
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Anhalt-Saxony showsa similar divergence with an 18% youth member-
ship. In any case, German unification tends to bring Eastern workers,
students and intelligentsia together, because all three groups suffer from
the unemployment caused by recent societal changes.

The political character of the PDS rank-and-fileis often the object of
carelessremarkstending to dismissit asconservative, elderly, incapabl e of
new thinking and oppositional activism. The rank-and-file is certainly
problematic in itstilt to the higher age groups and the presence of people
who cannot go far beyond GDR nostalgia. But the ISDA study on
membership motivations gives a more differentiated picture. The study
wasdonein June1991, and sincethat time thedevelopment hasbeenin the
direction of more participation and acceptance of the culture of debate.
Moreover, haf of the 300,000 membersat the time of ISDA’s study have
since left, removing many who could not understand the party's new
oppositiona activism and culture.

Theresult of ISDA’s cluster analysisisthe establishment of fivetypes of
PDS members by motivation:

1)13.8% of themembersareemancipatory socialists(i.e. their political-
programmatic thinking is democratic socialist and anti-capitalist).

2) 45% of the members principal motivation is their feeling that the
party istheir home. They would feet socially isolated without it.

3) 17% are members out of pride and stubbornness: "I am an anti-
capitalist, and | am not a Wendehidlse.” (Wendehalse = turncoat, an
expression used during the Wende for those who were able to do an
opportunistic about-face and deny their past.)

4) 14.4% are motivated by the idea that the party represents their
interests. This group is divided into those who say a) the PDS represents
theinterests of theworkingclass, and b) the PDSrepresents theinterestsof
citizenslivingin the East.

5) 9.1% are motivated by their conscioustheoretical Weltanschauung,
specifically by their identification with Marxism, or their hope of renewing
Marxism.

The study could not find a correlation of these motivation groups to
social/class categories. Thereis, however, adlight correlation to age. The
younger membersare overrepresented in groupsland 5; theolderinl,3
and 4. Essentially al groups show avery mixed age profile. Further, there
isabout the same proportion of activiststo inactive peoplein each group.
Theseevenspreads, intheopinion of thereport, wererelated tothelack of
apolitical crystallisationpoint inthe party at thetimethestudy wasdonein
1991. But the political practice, if not the programme, of the party has
since acquired more focus.
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The East-German Electoratein 1993-1994

Starting with a detailed study done by ISDA in June 1993it has become
clear that "the establishedruling parties now have. . . areatively small
and shrinkingfollowingin the East."*"*

Thel19931SDA study confirmsthe earlier established popularity of the
PD Samong academics. 22.5% o themsaidin 1993theywould votefor the
PDS(Bii90: 11%; SPD: 12.2%), and 40.4% o graduatesdf institutionsdf
higher learningfavoured the PDS. Southern blue-collarworkerswerestill
shying away from the PDS.

Itisobvioudy possibleto establishamorestable political behaviourand
preferenceprofilefor the Westernel ectoral abstai neesthan for the poten-
tial Eastern non-voterswho are still recovering from the shock of a new
political system and the invason o their political landscape by Western
parties. What is, therefore, mostinterestingin the Eastern el ectorateisthe
large group who say they will vote for no party or who do not want to say
anything (50% o ISDA’s respondents). On the basisd their responsesto
political and ideological questionsit ispossibleto say that this potential-
voter block has a more left profile than those of their Western counter-
p ar t ~spthat if they cometothepollsitisthe SPD and PDSwhoarelikely
to be favoured. Furthermore, it is certain that the reason many did not
state their preferenceisthe fear of answering™ PDS" in public, while no
fear of blacklistingattachesitsdlf to the SPD.

The ISDA study's basic object is the political, social and ideologica
profiledf the people accordingto the party they declared they would vote
for, and this profile without relation to party in the case o the potential
non-voters. Thestudy isimportant, therefore, also becauseitisoned the
few sociological studiesd the GDR populationconcerning mattersrelev-
ant to socialist politics. ISDA’s observations d the potential left voters
show twice as many women as men, a high proportion d potential left
votersin rural areas because of the fear of expressing risky opinionsin
close-knit communities.

But cutting across al groups within the potential voters are a set of
political demands which are identified with the PDS: the desire for a
changein Treuhand policiesto favour factory rehabilitation, the wish for
higher taxingdf higher earners, and the unconditional abolitiond 218 (the
clause o the Federal Republic's Basic Law restricting abortion).® It was
aso found that “"a demand for a differentiated evaluation of lifein the
GDRisnot thesingular plaint of adisadvantagedsect [the PDS], but the
concernof broad circlesdf the electorated dl parties,” and thisisalsoa
concern primarily represented by the PDS.?
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Programme

One cannot evaluate the PDS’s programme apart from the context and
dynamicsd the situation the party findsitsdf in. Two prominent PDS
activigsfrom the Trotskyist tradition, federal -directoratemember Jakob
Moneta (who had edited | G Metall’s newspaper in the 60s and 70s) and
Berlincity deputy Harald Wolf (one of the youngcity deputiesof the Red-
Green Codlition o the 80s) fed that the party's actual anti-capitalist
palitics so overshadows in importance the ever-evolving and tentative
programmatic utterancesthat a narrow concentration on the imperfect
programmeisoneway the Western|eft has avoided dealing with the PDS
on apoalitical leve."

Inthe debatesleadingto thefind programmeGys and Andié Brie (the
national el ection campaign manager and head of the programmecommis-
sion) decided it wastimeto wage a more aggressivestruggle, on behaf of
their vison o a synthesisdf |eft traditions, against three groups. @) the
"biography-protectors,” i.e. those incapable o criticising the Stalinist
past, b) those socid-movement members excessively hostile to working-
class-based poalitics, and c) those social-democrats incapable of under-
standing radical oppositional palitics.

A central debate has been "right to jobs/full employment™ vs. **more
employment would be anti-ecological/ask only for basicincomefor the
population,’ the latter influenced by ideasdf André Gorz. It isobvious
that the second position, as a programmefor the here and now o East
Germany, with its massve unemployment, and the need for labour to get
some leverage over the labour market, could not be adopted, but the
programme excerpted below shows clear signs of harmonising the two
positions.

Thesummer of 1991sawthe beginningof theend of certainconservative
or naive attitudesleft over from the party's period of birth. The Second
Party Congress, which met that summer, wasmarked by harsh clashes. By
the Third Congressin January 1993 most o the criticismswere absorbed
and implemented in the present programme. In the Second Congress
Sonja Kemnitz, a factory-council activist, along with the *Y oung Com-
rades,” had attacked the tendency in the regional PDS organisationsand
parliamentary groups to concentrate on paper proposalswhile dighting
extra-parliamentary action. Also criticised was an inadequate emphasis
among somemembersontheimportanced becomingactivein other mass
organisationsdf theleft.” (Gysi had madethispoint as well.) But the 1993
programme makes parliamentary clearly dependent on extra-
parliamentary work.

And Roswitha Steinbrenner, a member of the Strémung group which
dsofoughtto heightenthelevel of extra-parliamentary struggleinthefirst
threeyearsof the PDS, affirmsthat ashiftin thisdirectionhastaken place
in the regiona parliamentary groups.” Finaly, the activism of PDSers in
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the struggles of Belfa, MFAG and Bischofferode (see below) reflect the
implementationdf Kemnitz’s other point. ™

Thedraftingd the 1993 programmewas an exhaustingprocesscharac-
terised by raging debates, endless revisions and compromises.* It was
clearly theresult of compromisesbetweenleftsocial-democratic, left-wing
Marxist and social-movementviews. But thefundamental conditioninflu-
encingapluraisticprogrammeisthefact that the PDSisforced to address
a condtituency that no Western left group, especialy in West Germany,
must address. That is, it must projectits politicsto an Eastern popul ation
which, althoughit haslargely internalisedsociait, anti-capitalist moral-
ity,isneverthel esspartly hostileto Marxist|anguageand much of what was
socialist practice, and yet expectshel pfrom the party. But one hasalsoto
ask whether in West Germany the present social individualisationand the
essentially complete disarray and collapse d the left does not likewise
makeasocidist party with a programmati cunity contai ning nothing other
than direct class politicsinappropriate.

Alsoevident from the programme (and from the PDSs practice) isthe
PDS’s resistanceto the populismd which many inthe Westernleft accuse
it. The PDS risks many potentially unpopular positions (although the
abolitiond the restrictive abortion clause does have magjority support in
the East becausethe GDR'’s popul ation waslong accustomed, in thiscase,
to a progressive policy) and has shown that it is possible to move the
population towardssome very advanced positions. Somed the positions
onferninisationd society arevery daring, and the PDSs wel I-knowntotal
opposition to any softening of the right to asylum meets with only 50%
approva among the socialy oppositional group established by the ISDA
electoral study (see above). The PDS has up to now taken serioudly the
chalengeto "try to bridge the gap between social strugglesin Germany
and global problems’ (e.g. holdingthe metropolitan countriesresponsible
for underdevelopmentand political repressionin the Third World).*

Thefollowingisaselectionfrom the programmed passagesrelevant to
the controversy over the party's social democraticfeatures:

On the self-conception of the party: The programme sees a modem
socialist party asa necessary component of alarger group o self-initiated
grassrootsmovements.* " The PDSregardsitsdf asan alianced differing
left forces. Its commitment to democratic socialism is not tied to any
defined philosophical outlook, ideology or religion.” It welcomes both
peoplewho totally reject capitalist society and those who " combine their
opposition with the desire to change these relationships postively and
overcome them step by step... The PDS bdieves that extra
parliamentarystruggleisdecisivefor social changes. . . Likeother parlia-
mentary activities, local government activitiescan only be agentsdf socid
changeif they are propelled by diverseextra-parliamentaryactions.” The
PDSwantsto see " theemergenced broad left movements. . . Critically
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aware of the legacy o Marx and Engels,” the party wantsto develop a
highly pluralisticinner-party culture. . .

Critique d capitdism: "Together we hold the opinion that it is the
capitalist character of modem society that is causally responsible for
endangering human civilisation and culture, for the militarised character
of international relations,for the crissof theworld ecosystem and for the
indescribablemisery to befoundaboveall in thesouthern hemisphere.. . .
Weared onemindthat theruled capital must be overcome. Humankind
mustinan historically brief periodfindaway out of itshitherto destructive
developmental logic . . . The root causes of these global problems [new
world order, military intervention] are the capitalist mode o production,
distribution and consumption as practised in the power centres of the
world economy, together with the supremacy o patriarchy.”

But then there isaformulationreflecting astrong reactionin the PDS,
beginningin 1989, against officid SED positionsnegating everythingthat
has occurred under capitalism: ""How to overcomethissocial structure by
democraticmeans, whilepreservingand expandingitsability to beopento
development and its civilishg achievements— this is the most important
contemporary challenge.™

On socidism: ""Beyond all differencesd opinion we sharethe primary
standpoint that the dominance o private capitalist property has to be
ended. A ranged property forms— private, cooperative, municipa and
nationalised - are to be placed at the servicedf human requirementsand
the natural and social foundationsaf our lives. Therearedifferingviewsas
towhether real socialisationd property isbest achieved by socialisationof
control over [private] property or if conversioninto common property,
especidly into property of thewholesociety, must play the decisivepart.™

Politicsfor thepresent: "' democratisingsociety': Here the programme
presentsavariety of general goals proposed apparently moreor lessto be
realised at some point on the road to asocidist society involving radica
democratic control of locd ingtitutions. It goeson to speak of rights of
sexual orientationand other civil rights, expansion of constitutional rights,
etc. The programmes preliminary measures and demands leading to
socialist transformationarethe kindsd proposal swhich draw the accusa
tion of "socia-democratic accommodationism,” and, if an underlying
driveto overcomecapitalismisnot maintai ned, couldindeed deservethat
accusation: The proposals for reorientation of the economy include
various measuresto set up radically democratic controlsover the existing
economicorder and active government employment policies. It includes
proposalsto ass st medium-sizeand small business, enlargepublicmunici-
pal property, and "to put an end to the disadvantagesd small share-
holders, boost staff funds and give employees more stake in productive
capital.”"” The programme's proposalsfor agricultureinclude "the specid
promotion d cooperétive property.”
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Regarding the full-employment controversy the programme demands
“an economic policy aiming at full employment; just distribution of paid
work; reduction of weekly and lifelong working time,” etc. And it advo-
cates" an increasing decoupling of social servicesfrom individually per-
formed paid work." ""We fight for a basicinsurance oriented to people's
needs for all age groups, calculated on average social income.” And on
East Germany specificadly: ""We standfor an €l ected East German Board,
which can actively represent the interestsd East Germansin partnership
with Government and Parliament, and thusoffer resistanceto theerosion
o the ReunificationTreaty."”

There are, further, interesting proposals for democratic control of
academia and for the third world (debt forgiveness, redistribution of
wealth, and overcoming o monocultures).

Internal criticism

ThePDShascarried on aremarkable programmed self-searching, rather
ruthless confrontation with the history of the SED, o the communist
movement asawhole, and o self-analysisa the psychology and individual
responshility o everyonewho had been a GDR citizen and especidly a
party member. No bi-weekly meeting d the 18-member federal directo-
rateisallowedtogo by without at | east somed thisanalysisand discussion.
Itisaso requiredin all the rank-and-fileparty organisationsthroughout
the country. Even theliberal weekly DieZeit said o the published papers
of arecent PDSconference: “How many people, how many parties, will,
on October 3rd, after threeyearsd German unity, look back on therole
they played before the Wende? The PDS doesit in a noteworthily self-
critical way. . . . Such acallingadf onesdf to account one could only wish
for among the former Eastern CDU and the Eastern Liberds'""

From afar the statement of PDS-member Michail Nelken (a serious
political thinker deeply concerned about the PDS) that the PDS will
dways be an old party because "'the PDS represents the greatest con-
centration o the stratum o those who formerly exercised power in the
GDR™ [i.e., it carrieswithinit theleadinglayersd GDR society] sounds
asif heischaracterisingthe PDS asa party of the rulersd the GDR. In
reality, sncethereisno question o thelatter, heisreaching much deeper
and calling for a sdf-criticism o the whole criticaly minded SED-
intelligentsia, including himsdf, for having internalised, even if indirectly
and subtly, the vanguardism o the SED’s tradition.

Nelken declared in 1991 that the "renewa o the PDS has failed.”"
When | spokewith himin November1993 hedid not disownthat statement
although he acknowledged that the PDS had absorbed and put into
practice radical-democraticideas - in the composition of its leadership,
and in its adoption o the most innovatingly democratic statute in Ger-
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many, largely drafted by himsdf! He pointed rather tothecontinuingneed
for self-andysisaf thekind d subtle, internalisedelitismamost inherent
in theleft by definition, including sincerely democraticleftists.

In 1993 Nelken referred to "the failure of the demands for an open
approach to history in the PDS.”* Y et RoswithaSteinbrenner, a member
o the sameloosetendency in the PDS, the Stromung,* to which Nelken
belongs, acknowledgesthe PDS’s extraordinary advancesin thisareaand
feelsthat Nelken's demandsfor thiskind d salf-criticismhavelargely been
met. Since the PDS collectively bends over backwardsto accommodate
and publish such criticism it becomes particularly visible. One has the
impression that most of the Stromung’s demands have in fact been met.
Rainer Borner, aformer PDS member, said, on hearing of the resultsdf
the 1993 Berlin State Congress: "' the Stromung has redlly won after all.™
In 1993 Steinbrenner could say: ""We have up until last year, ill asthe
Stromung, achieved substantively quite a lot. Thus, weve gotten the
history debatetogoinadirectionthat reallyisnear toour positions, that is,
athoroughly critical evaluationof the GDR past and one's own actionsin
that past.”

One o the tendenciesin the PDS againgt which the Stromung - and
Kemnitz-fought was, in their opinion, an orientationto parliamentarism
as primary and an insufficient appreciation o extra-parliamentary work.
Steinbrenner said in 1993 that this has changed. "And | think, however,
that state associations increasingly are aso distancing themselvesfrom
parliamentary activity or fromwhat isput forward asoppositional politics.
Thus, . . . the Berlinstate association clearly defined . . . what it under-
stands by oppositional palitics: clear anti-capitaist politics, . . . to make
alternative media effective, together with non-parliamentary groups the
organizing of self-representation. . .”

The 1994 Electionsand Beyond

Thel1990 and the19%4federal e ectionsin Germany havetwo qualitatively
completely different meaningsfor the PDS, and two qualitativelydifferent
meaningsfor theWest Germanleft, suchasitis. In1990it wasstill possible
for leftists to interpret the PDS entry into the Bundestag as a one-time
occurrence due to the specia provisons made for two separate national
electoral aress, i.e. one only needed to make the 5% hurdlein either the
East or the West al onein order to beseatedin the Bundestag. Further, the
left theorised that the PDSwas running on the last vestigesd its1989-90
impulse, that it wasa discontinued model**. But the PDShasincreased its
strength dramatically in the 1992 Berlin electionsand the 1993 Branden-
burg municipal elections. Recent pollsshow thatitispossiblethat the PDS
will get 5% nationwide.” But it does not need that to re-enter the
Bundestag, for with the second vote each citizen has—for a person, not a
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party — the PDS can conceivably get 6 1 0 such direct mandatesin several
districts, and it only needsthree of them to override the 5% hurdle. A
likely victory in 1994 with the handicap o a single electoral area has a
completely different meaning for the viability of the PDS than the 1990
electionsdid. The Green Party, moreover, will have a more left-liberal,
lessradical, profilein the next Bundestagthan it did when last represented
there. Obvioudy then, elements o the Western left will view the PDS
somewhat differently.

INFAS (Institut filr angewandte Sozialforschung, Bonn-Bad God-
esberg), published an East-Germany Report: Image of the PDSintheninth
week of 1993. Thisindicated that a spectacular change of opinion had
occurred in the previousmonths. The East-Germans selected responded
asfollows: To the question "' should the PDS be equated with the former
SED" (thisishammeredintothe populationincessantly by themedia) only
8% said""totally and compl etel y"* and 25% said “for themost part yes*; but
39% answered "'for the most part no"” and 17% said "not at all.”” INFAS
asked East Germanstheir opinionson the PDS presenceinthe Bundestag.
21% had no opinion about the work PDSdeputieswere doing there; 39%
felt they were™ not doing good work"; but 40% said they were performing
""good work." 29% thought the PDSshould not be representedin the next
Bundestag; but 58% said they should (28% had no opinion). Thus"aclear
mgjority of the East Germanswould be happy if the PDSwererepresented
inthe next Bundestag.” Peoplewereasked whether ' the PD Srepresented
their interests as East Germans." 9% said "'not at all"', 27% said "' not so
strongly™; but 42% answered "' strongly™ and 10% said "'very strongly."”
Thus about hdf look upon the PDS favourably in this regard. To the
question whether the "PDS has alasting placein the party system™ 46%
said no and 42% said yes (12% had no opinion).

Theresultsaof the Brandenburg municipd electionsof December 1993
seem to have confirmed the findingsof the INFASpoll.“ There the PDS
surpassed the CDU with 22% of thevote. Thetop results(45%) obtained
by the PDS’s mayoral candidate in Potsdam, moreover, waswiddy inter-
preted as demonstratingthat campaigns designed to discredit individuals
as Stasi collaboratorsno longer have an impact on the public.”

Oned thereasonsfor thechangeintheclimatedf opinionregardingthe
PDSisthat, for theconscioudy | eft constituency, it has becomedifficultto
categorise the other principal non-establishment Eastern political group-
ing, Bii90, as aleft force, and for the general population Bii®) showstoo
littleinterest in social issues. The politicised | eft constituency, cannot, for
example, accept the Brandenburg Bii90’s call for the extension o the
activitiesdf the West-German domesticintelligenceagency into that state
(each state legidature must formally approve the introduction of this
agency into their territories), nor can it accept Konrad Weisss (Bii90)
suggestion of a possible codlition o Bii90 with the Saxon CDU. This



ERIC CANEPA 333

constituency a so has problemswith Bii90’s Bundestag group's hesitation
in condemning the US invasion during the Gulf war, and the UN oper-
ationsin Somalia, their ambivaence about the participationdf German
troops in UN actions, etc. Bii9%0’s obsession with no-longer existing
communist repression, theStas, etc. nolonger strikesasympatheticchord
in the genera population. This and their lack of participationin socid
struggles, with the exception o the Bischofferode hunger strike, has
marginalised them asfar asthe general population is concermed.®

Theother reasonfor theincreasedfavour the PDShasbeguntoenjoyin
thelast twoyearsin the East isitswork among the population. The party is
now generally perceived as playing the leading role in the East-German
tenantsorganisationand in anti- Treuhandmobilisations.|n theBundestag
itisseen asthestrongest voiceagai nst weakening of theasylumlaw, for the
total abolition of the West-German abortion clause, and is by far the
strongest in opposing any involvement o the Bundeswehr abroad. In1993
the party made spectacular advancesin aseriesd trade-union struggles,
most notably in the potassum miners strike in the Thuringian town of
Bischofferode (which had voted heavily for the CDU in 1990). The
sustained natured PDS participationled to demonstrations of apprecia-
tion for the PDS there and to the miners asking Gys to be their legal
representative in Bonn.” Similar spectacular changes towards greater
acceptanced the party took place during the labour strugglesin Mérk-
ische Faser AG in Brandenbergand Belfain Berlin. Even in theWest, at
the17th Congressd the German Postal WorkersUnion, held in October
1993 the PDS got many more congress delegates to come to their event
than did the SPD, something no one could have expected.*

The West-German Left's Reception of the PDS

a) The nun-soci al i st G eens
After the West-German social movements, from which the Green Party
drew itsmeaningand strengthinthe early 1980s, had waned, the politicsof
the Realo wing increasingly moved the party away from the socidist
politics of the Hamburg Marxists who had exercised a strong influence
within the Greens. By 1990 a group d Realos were exaggerating the
interest shown by some Left Greensin the PDS, depictingit asawish to
mergethe Greenswith thelatter. Therumour o adesired merger wasused
to scare peopleinto passing an incompatibilitydecl aration against not only
the PDS but aso against the GDR's United Left (VL) and against the
GDR's Autonomous Women’s Federation (UFV). It dl cameto ahead at
the April 1990 conferencein Hagen. Themotion proposedtheexclusiondf
any cooperation with VL and PDSreformers no matter how the party
evolved, along with an assertion o the incompatibility of the socidist
tradition and Green politics.” The magjority rejected it astoo extreme.*
But attemptsto driveout the L eft Greenscontinued, and it wasinevitable
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that thelatter should either join abroad €l ectoral aliancewiththe PDSor
the PDSitsdlf, or go into other formations, such asthe Radikale Linke.
Rainer Trampert and Thomas Ebermann joined the latter, while Verena
Krieger and Jiirgen Reents, for example, joined the former. And the
whole process accelerated the disintegration of the Greens as the main
force on the left. By the December 1990 Bundestag el ections the Green
Party nolonger could makethe5% el ectoral hurdle, and at present Green
Party membersare only in parliamentviatheir electoral aliancewith the
Eastern citizen's groups and Eastern Greens.

The anti-communism o this part of the left has hindered any rational
assessment of the PDS, and mediacloseto the Greenshave maintainedan
eerieslenceon the PDSafter theinitial attacks. Michagl Sontheimer,the
new editor-in-chief of thetageszeitung (taz), theprincipal pro-Greendaily,
istrying to improve his newspaper's coverage o the PDS.*

b) West-German Left Marxist Groups
Less well-known than the anti-communism o the Greens and citizens
movementsaretheset of attitudesfound amongsomed West-Germany's
most sophisticated Marxist intellectuals (in Konkretfor example), specifi-
caly their alergy to "populism,” which they define extraordinarily
broadly, and their German self-hatred.

The extreme anti-nationalism leadsto atyped cynical, symbolic non-
politics. Demands had been raised in 1989 among the anti-nationalist
groupof Hamburg's Communist L eague™that the West-German | eft must
be “anti-German,™ and the politicsthey proposed to expressthiswas an
international alliance which would haveto " unquestionably comprehend
even bourgeois, indeed even conservative opponentsof the 'Fourth Re-
ich™; "The profile of the campaign would accordingly be rather anti-
German than anti-imperialist.""* And thisthinking characteriseda part of
the Radikale Linke which was formed at the time the Left Greens
withdrewfrom the Green Party in Winter-Spring 1990. Thisissummed up
in the hope expressed that " the Germansperhapswill still catch up to the
punishment which they have deservedfor 45 years"" Thus, the Radikale
Linke's politics amounted to saying "no™ to a greater Germany after it
obvioudy wasan irreversiblereality, and it consequently condemned any
attemptsto accept unification and try toimprove the peopl€'slot within it
as shabby populism and nationalism. Such an outlook can only express
itself in demonstrationsand rallies having amerely symbolicpurposeand
devoid 0 any attempt to engage the population.

Even while predicting its potential rootednessin the population, the
West-Germanleft has neverthel essbeen able to dismissthe PDS on the
grounds o its East-German regiona character - as if the addition of a
strongly rooted socidist forceanywherewithin the FRG’s boundarieswere
not to be greeted, and asif this force could not, given time, have some
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impact on aWestern socidist movement.™ (1t has been claimed that some
Western PDS members, desperate for a politica job, were at first ex-
tremely impatient with the PDS’s eastern character and pushed for an
unredigtically speedy assmilation to Western left conditionsand views.)

The populationis dways essentially suspect in this milieu. First o al,
the population's populism isassociated only with right-wingvarieties,e.g.
Nazism, and secondly the core working-classis considered hopelesdy in
thearmsd the SPD. If the population votesfor the PDSthat is proof that
the PDSand the populationisconservative. Any attempt to reach themis
"opportunisticshit,” any attempt to do something for the peoplein the
here and now is " socia-democratic,” any wavering from purist positions
aimed at the ultimate socialist gods will lead to on€e's joining the SPD.
Thereisanatural law operating by which every attempt to wage politics
endsin socia-democracy.If the PDSpetitionsfor observerstatusinthe S|
thisisproof o their hopelessand inexorabledideinto ™ social-democratic
opportunism,” and there is no need to examine their programme or
politicsin any detail at dl.”* Michad Made, anti-Stalinist victim o SED
persecution and VL member who seeshisrole asaleft gadfly tothe PDS,
chided the Western left for the excusesit findsto not deal with the PDS:
"And then there is the accusation, on the part of radical-left circles, of
social-democratization. And the Federal Republic's left, which itsdf
showsa certain closenessto social democracy, is, when the PDSthemeis
brought up, dwaysgivento pulling out amagnifyingglass and guesswhet!
they alsofind alittle Stalinism there, if you please!™®

The PDS: Dilemmaand Opportunity

Thedilemmad the PDSthen hasessentiallytodo with itsclosenesstothe
Eastern population. Thisis both a problemfor the party and an obvious
advantage. The prablem is that many in the population, which often
displays an unconscious closeness to the PDS, a love-hate relationship,
want a traditionally " Eastern™ political force to paternalistically protect
them. Thistendsto pull especidly the regional PDSin a pragmaticand
populist direction. On the other hand, the party strivesto beradical. The
party has, for example, been asked by the Eastern L utheran organisation
to represent itsinterestsas against what they consider the encroachments
of the Western Lutheran association. In Gyd'swords. "wearealeft party,
but wearealso an East party."” Thisisreflectedin thestyleand appearance
d the party at rallies and congresses, where a young, radical-looking
leadership, and other young activists,-contrasts with amore conservatively
dressed and mannered base. But the "norma" population itsef may
become more oppositional through the West's imposition o “Stalinist-
textbook capitalism.”
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Onethinksaf adilemmaalsoin connectionwith party property: onthe
onehand, theinitial extensiveassetsthe party inherited from the Weimar
KPD and the GDR SED engendered distrust and resentment from the
citizensmovementsand much of the Eastern population (althoughlessso
from the Western left), and the consequent expropriation-harassment
distractedtheparty from political work. (Tobesure, it isdoubtful whether
the party could have avoided harassment in general by re-foundingitself.)
On theother hand, most of thosewho favouredanew foundationin 198%
90 (which would have meant renunciation o assets) now feel the party
could not havedoneaswdl asit didin the early el ectionsand havecarried
out thepublicactivitiesand ralliesthat it did without the financia assetsof
its incipient phase and the consequent ability to do effective publicity
work." | found near unanimity among thesepeopl e by theend of 1993that
a new foundation would have caused most of the present older rank-and-
filememberstoleaveand that the present party, totally self-financed out of
their dues which support a radical young leadership and itsideas, would
probably not exist. Theirony isthat some of the party's severest critics,
including thosewho havecalledfor it to give up dl of itsassets, hopethat
the party will get back into the Bundestag in 1994, a possibility that
probably would not exist if the party had earlier done what they de-
manded. Therewasanother reason not to re-found, and thismust betaken
serioudly: theimportance of keeping continuity with the SED in order to
give people an "address" where they can deal with the problems of the
GDR and SED past, and where responsibility, including lega respon-
sihilitiesin certain matters, can rest, and a so whereone can confront the
history of ruling partiesin stateslikethe GDR. Itisthusbeginningtolook
asthough the decisionto keep somedf theinfrastructureand assetswasa
sound one. Additionally, if the PDS had immediately given up the
publishing firm ZENTRAG, it is doubtful whether Neues Deutschland,
the largest supra-national Eastern paper o the left or right (which was
rescued fromextinction by acampaigninvolvingavariety of non-sectarian
leftists, including people very critical of the PDS), could have weathered
the period. The associationwith SED assets has proven also not to be an
eternal burden, aswitnessed by thefact that it hasnot prevented the PDS,
after four years, from getting creditable electoral results, as well as the
more general credibility the INFAS™" Image of the PDS" poll revealed.

Finaly, on the party's relationship to the population, Roswitha
Steinbrenner conveyssomething of the essenced the PDSproject, which
differentiatesit from the citizens movementsand most West-German | eft
groupsin its tolerancefor the normal conservativeor apolitical citizen.
The fear the progressve German intelligentsia has of populism, for
obvious historical reasons, has worked to distance much of the German
left from broader layersof the population. It isparticularly significant that
Steinbrenner, a radical feminist, anti-populist, socia-movement activist
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and member of the Strémung, the group most critical of conservative or
nostalgic tendencies in party members, displays an appreciation o the
decency and progressive potential of much o the population and of the
older PDSrank-and-fileso often dismissed by socia-movement critics:

| also get the objection from the AutonomousWomen's Federation (UFV) that the party

hasagreat program, but the membersdon't stand behindit. Andthen| say: perhapsthey
haven't fully understood or read it, but aslongasthey tolerateit it's okay. Therereallyisa
tolerancethere on the part of the members for thisstatute and for thisprogram. Because

otherwisepeople would withdraw. And what isproductive in thismembership X isthat

oneisforced to permanently question positions that one hasdevel oped, that bne remains
continually in discussion. . . | think that, in contrast to the majority of former GDR
citizens, they question their own actionsand their own past criticaly . . . They are shy

about bringingall thissdlf-criticismbeforethe public, but the thinking i salready anewone,

and alsotheir actions. | can't changepeople's consciousnessf | only act for mysdf andif |

deal with all others as per se conservative and incapableof movement, because that's not

theway peopleare. Peopleact on their ownconcerns, and | think the Greensin the60sand

80sin the old FRG have shown us, with ecological consciousness, how one can really
changepeople's behaviour . . . But weve al so experienced thiscapacityfor changein the
GDR. In 1945 the leve of consciousnessof people in the East and the West vas not

different. And | think that such human valuesthat did existin the GDR, such asthe sense

o responsibility for othersandfor society asawhol e, for example, asocial way of thinking,

thatis, tolet noonefall throughthenet . . . or thesensitivity toviolenceinfamilies—there
wassignificantlylessviol enceinfamilies, becausethey werepublicly criticizedand because
the neighbors, for example, involved themselveswhen children were beaten or if women
were beaten - that didn't happen over night. A socia debate on such problems was
initiated, and it changed consciousness, possibly not deeply enough, otherwisemany East

Germanswouldn't belivingasthey ar e now living, that is, using their elbowsagain. But it
didexist. Those whoare today againusing their elbowsand who grew upin thiscountry, in

the GDR, are doing it with a bad conscience. Who does it in the West with a bad

conscience?So, | think these are examplesshowing that it isworth carrying out a social

debate on alternatives regardlessof alleged human nature.

It makes no sense constantly to block people with verbal radicalism and insult them,
rather than really togoto them and ask "'where does your problemlie, and wheredo you
seethe causesfor your problem, and can youimagine that the causesyouseemay not at all
be the causes?' But that hasto be done carefully, and it has to be done steadily, with
participation, with visibleaction . . . you have to meet peoplewherethey are, youcan't
cursethat they are wherethey are. Becausesomehow they got there, andit's alsoyour own
fallingthat they're there. The East German populationisindeed very contradictory inits
actions, and it is, to a great extent, our fault, the fault of the PDS as successor to the
SED . .. It's alsoimportant for those of usremainingfrom the Strémung to understand
that you can't get victoriesovernight.*

Perhapsthe PDSisthehopefor German socialismor perhapsit will help
rekindle aleft movement and disappear into it. Perhapsit will not even
have that measured success. But the present essay makesclear that the
PDS has weathered the storms thusfar, defying earlier predictionsd its
imminent demise, and has by now politically turned a decisvecorner. It
appearsto be an electorally viable socialist organisationand could be the
first large political forceto theleft of socia-democracyin central Europe
sincethe Weimar Republic, with largeimplicationsfor theworld socialist
movement. Whether it survives the next couple of decadesor not, it is
novel and important enough findly to be the object o more energetic
interest and investigation on the part o theinternational | eft.
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Harnisch, said in a conversationin Berlin on November 22, 1993: " Then as now there
could beafirmin Switzerland, even now, somejournalistssay. Butif such firms exist then
they haven't the slightest connection to the PDS. The proof is that we redlly gave over
notarially to the Federal Republicall claimson old assets abroad. So that evenif afirm
should still be there, about which we do not know, and whichisstill doing business, they
don't do it to the benefit of our bank account, and then the owner would be either the
manager there or the Federal Republic. The party hasno knowledgeof and no clamson
such firms. And no access, and it doesn't want access."

Unlessotherwiseindicated all figuresfrom: INFAS-Report DDR 1990. Wahl der Volks-
kammer der DDR am 18. Marz 1990. Analysen und Dokumente. Bonn-Bad Godesberg,
March 1990 (which includes INFAS Deutschland-Politogramm 6-7/1990 (Wahltag-
befragungam 18. Mirz 1990)); and fromastudy by the AG" Analyse," cited by Bortfeldt,
op. cit., (fn. 38): Meinungsforschung zur Volkskammerwahl (Manuscript) Berlin, March
26, 1990. MFS = Mannheimer ForschungsgruppeWahlen. These figuresare quoted in
Knut Méllenthin, "PDS der DDR - eine Herausforderung fiir die BRD-Linke," ar-
beiterkampf 318, (April 30, 1990), p. 12.

Theyouthful appearanceof thePDS’s major el ectoral rallies, etc. indicatestherel uctance
o such young people formally to join this, or any, party. On the difficultiesall German
parties face regarding youth recruitment see Ingo Preusker, “Vom Gangelband befreit:
Die PDS hat anderen Parteien eins voraus. den Mut zur Verjiingung,” Wochenpost,
January 13,1994.



20.
21.
22,

23,

24,

28.
29.
30.

41

ERIC CANEPA 339

Bortfeldt, op. eit., p. 39.

Interview with Uwe Lehmann and Petra Pau (PDS), Freitag, June5,1992, p. 4.
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Sdchsische Zeitung, December 7, 1993; and Michael Miiller, “Weniger Testwahl, dafiir
vielleicht Signal fiir Svstemkritik," Neues Deutschland, December 7. 1993. On voter
migrationim kay 1992-in Berlin sde tageszeitung, May 26,1992.

Armin Pfahl-Traughaber, “Wo steht die PDS? Versuch einer extremismusorientierten
Einschatung," liberal March 1993, pp. 6-8. (liberalistheparty journa of the FDP.). This
and Patrick Moreau's book are apparently theonly non-leftstudiesonthe PDS. Moreauis
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SED and believesit would effect the same policiesif it came to power.

Occasionally, however, the national directorate makes an exception and discusses a
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tothe Third Way?TheSecond Party Congressd thePDS," Socialismand Democracy,13
(May 1991), pp. #f. Althoughneither articledisplaystheemotionally-chargedabhorrence
o the PDStypical of much o the West-Germanleft, both end by dismissngthePDSas
reformist Or accommodationist, or as probably developingin that direction.

. PDS-Pressedienst 1991, No. 26 (June 28), p. 9-10.
. Conversationwith RoswithaSteinbrenner, November 24, 1993
. Kemnitz still criticizesan excessiverespectfor legaity in PDStrade-unionwork. (private

communication, January 12,1994).

. See Anidst Brie's history of thisprocessin Disput 3/4 (Sonderausgabe) 1993, pp. 321f.
. Im Blick: Wahlen'94, (seefn 34), p. 41.
. Programme of the Party of Democratic Socialism, Berlin, 1993, p. 30. (Translation

occasionalycorrected by the author fromoriginal in Disput 3/4 (February 1993), pp. 36ff).
All citations, in what follows, are taken from this publication.

. “Bonner Biihne: Wo bleibt der Mensch?," Die Zeit, August 27,1993.
. From Dieter Reichelt'ssummary of the history debatedf thefirst sessondf thethird party

congress on 26/27 June 1993in Disput 13114,1993, p. 54.

. See Wolfgang Sabath, " Immer wieder Gehversuche: Vom 2. Parteitagder PDS" Freitag

June 28,1991, p. 4.

. Reichelt, op. cit. Again, thisisReichdlt's paraphrase. Nelken announced hisintention to

publish areply to Michagl Schumann’s paper on the subject.
TheStromung[="tendency™ wasalooseconglomerationdf criticsinthePDS. Politically
it rangesfrom people with lessof a class-based social-movement politicsto people with
more o a feel for class politics, but certain left critics who are especially worried by
""abandonment of classpolitics," like ThomasKuczynski and Sonja Kemnitz, were never
inthe Strémung. Stromungfiguresstill in the PDSincludeNelken, Steinbrenner, Thomas
Nord and Judith Delheim.

. Conversationwith RoswithaSteinbrenner, Berlin November 24,1993. All citationsfrom

Steinbrenner are from this conversation.



340 THE SOCIALIST REGISTER 1994
43. Starting in September 93 the PDSgot itsfirst 5% result from pollstaken of Western and

47.

50.

Eastern citizensregarding their party choicefor the1994 Bundestag elections. By January
1994 5% results became more frequent, the range being from 3% to 5.3% in January~
February 1994. Pollsin the West alone show a risefrom ca. 0.3% to 2%.

. Beforethe major electoral breakthroughfor the PDSin December 1993in Brandenburg

(see below) the May 24, 1992 municipal electionsin Berlin represented thefirst turning
point. The PDS got 29.7% o the East Berlin vote. (from INFAS’s preliminary results
published in Frankfurter Rundschau, May 26, 1992). But, with still higher percentages,
the PDS becamethe strongest party in five East-Berlindistricts. (Lichtenberg (35.5%),
Marzahn (34.9%), Hellersdorf (30.9%), Hohenschonhausen (35.5%), Mitte (35.8%).
(From preliminary officia results, Berliner Zeitung, May 26, 1992).

. Further statistics contradict the theory that the PDS got only protest votes. Michael

Miiller,in Neues Deutschland, referstoan INFASpoll (morefully coveredi the Sdchsische
Zeitung, December 7,1993) in Brandenburg according to which28% o the unemployed
voted for the PDS (SPD: 34%). He points out that protest votes always come over-
whelmingly from people in relatively securesituations. Michael Miiller, “Weniger Test-
wabhl. dafiir vielleicht Signal fur Systemkritik." Neues Deutschland. December 7. 1993.
Andthel SDA study on the 1994 elections shows that the unemployed, when they do vote
at al. votefearfully and pragmatically. Konrad Weiss. aleading figure of Democracy Now
and Hir), issued a call om December 6 to deny the PDSany cooperation ' asamatter of
political hygiene."

. Gr/Bii90’s lack of concernwith social issuesisreflectedin the opinionsof their electorate,

haf of which, accordingto ISDA’s study, think the workersshould bear more burdens.
(ISDA: Im Blick: Wahlen ‘94., p. 33.)

See Hannah Behrend, "' Socia StrugglesAfter Unification,” New PoliticsIV, 4 (Winter
1994), pp. 119-121.

. Therewereca. 600 delegates. Oneevening of such congressesiscustomarilyset asideasa

party evening. Parties have dwaysregarded these asimportant barometers, especialy in
pre-election periods. Theorganisersof thecongressthemsel vesnoted during the prepara-
tion for the congress that the PDS Party Evening was stimulating *'an extraordinary
interest.”" Only 250 seats were optimistically prepared, but 380 came, and they were
without exception congressdel egates. | n contrast to this, the SPD got about 250 congress
delegates, but they directed their invitations strongly towards thelocal party prominence,
invited their wholerank and file and hired adance band and famous performers, so that
800 peoplein al came. The Gi/Bii90 evening attracted 30 people, that of the CDU 60.
(The FDP did not participate.) The delegates attending the PDS evening included a
striking proportion of young and female colleagues. The evening was much more
characterised by direct, engaged substantive political discussion than the SPD evening
was. (Gerd Graw, "17. Kongress der Deutschen Postgewerkschaft: Koaflikt zwischen
Arbeit und Kapital," betrieb & gewerkschaft 9 (November1993) [bulletinof the PDSTask
Force on Factoriesand Unions]|, p. 23ft.)

. Ralf Fucks, a representativedf this part of the Realo wing, admitted in a Volkszeitung

interview (March 30, 1990) that cooperation with the PDS could be very positivefor a
sociaist project: with'16% for the rennovatedPDS, asimpaticomediastar like Gysi, an
honourable figure like Modrow, a professional apparatus, several hundred thousand
members— doesn't that open new pan-German perspectivesfor theleft? The potentia is
there, also in the Federal Republic - left social-democrats, purged DKP members,
oppositional trade-unionists, homel ess68ers. Whether suchan alliancecould survivedoes
not concern us. Perhapsitishistorically necessaryin the sensed onelast attempt tosave
the socialist project. He who wantsto do so should - but please not with the Greens.
Ecological paliticsis a new beginning opposed to traditional directionsand goals, not a
continuation of socialist politics by other means. A political alliancewith the PDSwould
be theend of the Green Party."

After a majority of the delegates refused to so categorically limit future alliance pos-
sibilitiesto the Greens, New Forum and the UFV, aleft resolutionsucceededin being
adopted with the support of critical Real oswhich stated that the Greens do not wish"'to
ignore the originally radical-demomaticand humanisticcontent of the socialist world of
ideas," despiteits discrediting through SED rule.
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Conversationwith Michagl Sontheimer, December, 1993.

A part of the now defunct Kommunistischer Bund played animportant rolein thegrowth
o theGreen Party, and itsstill survivingmonthly journal, arbeiterkampf (k) isaforum of
debate and analysison alevel much higher thanitsname ("workers struggle') wouldlead
English-speaking readers familiar with the namesof sectarian periodicalsto expect. An
article by Knut Mellenthin appears in ak 318 (April 30, 1990): "PDS der DDR - eine
Herausforderung fiir die BRD-Linke," (pp. 12ff). It remains the most penetrating
treatment of the underlyingresistancedt West-GermanMarxiststothe PDSand the most
sober consideration o the PDS, especialy remarkablefor itstime. | havedrawn heavily
onit in thissection on the Western Marxists relation to the PDS.

. Jiirgen,""Weshabdie Linke anti-deutschsein muss," ak 315 (February 5, 1990), pp. 32ff.
. Jiirgen, “Mit Schénhuber gegen die Alliierten,” ak 314 (January 8, 1990), pp. 171f.
. Wolfgang Pohrt, ' Spiel mit verteilten Rollen,” konkret (April 1990), pp. 69ff. Or see

Detlef zum Winkel’s wish that Germany itself might finally be destroyed: "' Ceterum
censeo," (konkret (January 1990), pp. 21ff.

. See GusFagan, " TheParty of Democratic Socialism," Labour Focuson Eastern Europe

2111(1992), p. 36.

Declaration of withdrawa of the Hamburg Eco-socidistsand Linksradikaler from the
GAL, April 6,1990: “Wir verlassen die Griine Partei,” (konkret May 1990), p. 22; and
Georg Fiilberth (Ex-DKP) and Siggi Fries (Bundestag deputy of the Greens), “Auf
Honecker einen Noske?," (konkret May 1990), pp. 24ff. In their article they even
flegtingly count the votesof the PDSand the SPD together for the election of March18,
1990.

. Madein ak 319 (28. Mai 1990), p. 21.
. Interviewsconducted by the author in November1993in Berlin.
. Conversationwith Roswitha Steinbrenner, Berlin November 24,1993.
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